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Chinese and 
Asian Americans 
in Conservation, 
Past and Present 

Speakers: 
Sheng-Cheng Koo, 

Angeles National Forest Registered Ranger 

and co-founder of the Chinese Hiking Club, 

Mark Masaoka, 
A3PCONPolicy Director, 

San Gabriel Mountains Forever Coordinating Committee 

and Jack Shu. 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014- 6:30p.m. 

Castelar Elementary School 
840 Yale Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Free parking - enter via College Street 
Refreshments will be served. This event is free and open to the public. 

Discussion will include the upcoming Sing Peak Pilgrimage, Yosemite 
July 25-28,2014. Sing Peak was named after a staff cook with the U.S. 
Geological Survey in 1899. The pilgrimage will highlight the contribu­
tions of Chinese Americans in the history of Yosemite National Park. 
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Annual Golden Spike Awards 
to Recognize Military Heroes 

Dedicating their lives to their country in times of conflict, exceptional Asian­
American veterans who continued to devote their lives to community and public 
service are being honored by the Chinese Historical Society of Southern Califor­
nia (CHSSC) at the Annual Golden Spike Awards Dinner, Saturday, May 31, 
2014, at the Hilton of Los Angeles/San Gabriel, 225 W. Valley Blvd., San 
Gabriel, CA 91776. 

The Chinese Historical Society's selection of2014 Golden Spike recipients 
exemplifies the many distinguished and deserving veterans whose service 
to the country transitioned from the battlefront of social justice, civil rights 
advocacy and economic empowerment. Honorees include World War II 
veterans Hayward L. Fong, Hiram W. Kwan and William W.S. Tom; 
Korean War veteran Gerald L. Shue; and Vietnam War veteran Ben Nakayama. 
The American Legion Post 628, long known as the Chinatown Post, will be 
honored with an institutional Golden Spike Award for overseeing the welfare 
and advocating the concerns of active and retired servicemen and servicewomen. 

Author Marjorie Lee, the Librarian and Reading Room Coordinator, UCLA 
Asian American Studies Center, will be recognized with a Golden Spike for 
editorial leadership in the assembly of the seminal publication Duty and Honor: 
A Tribute to Chinese American World War II Veterans of Southern California. 

The annual fundraising event for the Chinese Historical Society's helps to raise 
funds to continue its mission for increasing awareness of Chinese American 
heritage through public programs, education, preservation and research. 
The Dinner and Awards Ceremony will begin at 6:00pm. Tickets for the 
dinner are $100.00/members and $125.00/non-members. Table sponsorships 
also are available. 

The Chinese Historical Society of Southern California is a 39-year old 50 I ( c )(3) 
non-profit organization located at 415 Bernard St., Los Angeles, CA 90012. All 
contributions are tax deductible. 

For more information on tickets, donations and sponsorship opportunities, 
please contact CHSSC administrator, Fenton Fong Eng, at 323-222-0856 
or chssc@hotrnail.com. For organization information, visit www.chssc.org. 

Board of Directors 

Officers 

Susan Dickson, President 

Eugene W. Moy, Vice President 

Gordon Hom, VP for Programs 

Helen Quon, Secretary 

Kelly Fong, Membership Sec. 

Richard Liu, Treasurer 

Members at Large 

Su Chen 

Jenny Cho 

Clement Lai 

Winifred Lew 

Donald Loo 

Steven Ng 

Mei T. Ong 

Francine Redada 

William Yuen 

Mission Statement 

The Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California was 
organized in November 1975. 
The purposes of the Society are: 
1) to bring together people with 
a mutual interest in the important 
history and historical role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in southern California; 
2) to pursue, preserve and communi­
cate knowledge of this history; and 
3) to promote the heritage of the 
Chinese and Chinese American 
community in support of a better 
appreciation of the rich, multicultural 
society of the United States. 
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2014 Irwin R. Lai Memorial Scholarship 

CHSSC is proud to announce the 2014 Irvin R. Lai Memorial 
Scholarship. This scholarship includes two $ 1 000 awards: one 
for an undergraduate student currently enrolled in a 2- or 4-year 
institution in Southern California and majoring or takjng course­
work in Chinese or Asian American Studies; and one for a cur­
rently enrolled graduate student pursing thesis or dissertation 
research related to Chinese Americans in Southern California. 
The deadline for scholarship applications is 4:00PM on Friday, 
March 14, 2014. Awards will be announced at the May monthly 
meeting. Please visit www.chssc.org for more information and 
instructions on how to apply or email CHSSC Scholarship Com­
mittee contact Kelly Fong at kelfong@ucla.edu. 

Chinese Historical Society of Southern California 
411 Bernard Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Phone: (323) 222-0856 
Email: chssc@hotrnail.com 
Website: www.chssc.org 
Scholarship contact Kelly Fong: kelfong@ucla.edu 

Criteria for Scholarship: 

1. Minimum Eligibility: 

• Undergraduate students currently enrolled in a 2- or 4-year 

institution in Southern California and majoring or taking 
course work in Chinese or Asian American Studies; 

• Graduate students currently enrolled and actively pursuing 
thesis or dissertation research related to Chinese Americans 
in Southern California 

2. Complete application packet, electronically submitted as a 
PDF to chsscscholarship@gmail.com by 4:00PM on 
Friday, March 14, 2014 

a) Scholarship Application Form 

b) Copy of all post-high school transcripts. 

Scanned copies are acceptable. 

c) Personal essay, approximately 600 to 700 words, 
that discusses your work on Chinese American history 
or in the Chinese American community 

d) Research paper, approximately I 000 to 3000 words, illustrating 
your research on Chinese/ Asian American Studies. Paper can be 
original work or previously submitted for a class. 

e) One letter of recommendation from professor or work supervisor 

3. Finalists MUST be available for interview on Sunday, Aprill3, 
2014, at CHSSC in Los Angeles' Chinatown (travel expenses to be paid 

by students). 

All applications must include the following information 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 

1. Name. 

2. Graduate or Undergraduate student. 

3. Current Academic Institution. 

4. Current Address. 

5. Current Phone Numbers. 

6. Current Email. 
(Students will be contacted via email, unless student requests otherwise.) 

7. Permanent Home Address. 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 

8. History of High School/Colleges/Universities Attended. 

9. Major(s)/Minor(s). 

10. Units Completed for Current Degree. 

11. Current Overall GP A. 

12. Courses pending and currently enrolled in. 

13. List courses you have taken that are relevant to 
Chinese/ Asian American studies. List your grades 
for each of these courses. 

14. Expected Degree and Date of Graduation. 

15. What are your educational plans for the near future? 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

16. Please list organizations you are active with, offices held, 
awards received, and other relevant information. 

17. (Optional) Please share any interesting information 
including financial status, special talents, general 
background, special needs, etc. 
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Chinese in Hollywood byJenny cho 

On February 5, 20 14, CHSSC hosted a book talk and panel dis­
cussion on "Chinese in Hollywood" at Castelar School. Actors 
Keone Young, Jack Ong, and Kelvin Han Yee discussed their 
experiences in Hollywood and answered questions from the 
audience. It was a full event with a book signing afterwards. 

As the author of Chinese in Hollywood, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who made this book possible 
through their support, preorders, and donations. Without the 
support of the CHSSC board, staff, members, friends, and 
general community, this book would never have been com­
pleted. I would especially like to thank all who donated to the 
Indiegogo campaign. 

Thank you to Jack Ong for his donation, editorial input, use of 
photos, and overall support of this book. Jack went above and 
beyond in reaching out to his network for this project and I am 
truly grateful to him. 

I would also like to thank Tom Eng, who made a generous 
donation and granted use of his invaluable collection to this 
project. Tom spent a lot oftime going through years of photos 
- thank you, Tom! 

Special thanks goes to the Ephemera Society of America for 
awarding the annual2013 Jones Fellowship to CHSSC. ESA 
sponsored a book signing at the 2014 Antiquarian Book Fair at 
the Pasadena Convention Center. 
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So many people contributed to this book in a myriad of ways. 
I would like acknowledge the lndiegogo donors and friends 
whose financial contributions made all the difference: 

Franklin Mah 
Jim, Joan, and Benjamin Winjum 
Bob and May Wong 
Gilbert Hom 
Tom Eng 
Winifred Lew 
Susie Ellis 
David Wells 
Margie Lew 
Gregg Temkin 
Bob Lee 
Eleanor Telamaque 
Newton J. Chu 
Don Marion 
Marc Wanamaker 
Cheryl Holliday 
Gordon Hom 
Harry W. and Mary L. Tong 
Mrujorie Liu 
Clement Lai and Kelly Fong 
LELAND K. SUN 
ConnieNg 
O.C. Lee 
StevenNg 
Don Loo 
Susan Dickson 
Don Loo 
John Jung 
Eugene Moy 
Francine Redada 
D Yoshinaga 
Suellen Cheng 
Beverly Dong Picazo 
STEVEN MARKER 
Yuan-Kwan Chan 
Glenn Omatsu 
Robin Lung 
Andrew Hsieh 

Arthur Dong 
Simon Chhuor 
Donna Young 
Keith Hedlund 
Mei Ong 
Doreen Chan Nakayama 
Francine Redada 
Rick Skibinski 
KeoneYoung 
Baldwin Yen 
Mike Truong 
Fenton Fong Eng 
Stephen Raborn 
LOTUS C. LEONG 
Johanna Demetrakas 
Jennifer Lee 
Mary Ebersole 
Holly Hung 
PhilYu 
Darrin McKie 
Katherine Liu 
Joyce Liu-Countryman 
Mimi Chiang 
Lyle C.T. Low 
Raymondma 
AI Twanmo 
Annie Tang 
Bill Yahraus 
Pamela Tom 
Dennis Lee 
Sharon Yee 
Howard Fong 
Gabriel Figueroa 
Travis Dunn 
Kwei-lin Lum 
Sum-Sum (Christine) Chan 
Elizabeth Sung 
Judy Sai 

Oliver Wang 
Jody Hummer 
/Chinatown Film Bridge 
DanielleTom 
Karl Anguiano 
Pedro Chan 
BenChoi 
LindaLum 
Christine Berg 
Shana Elson 
LaniWong 
Stephanie Bergren 
Dora Quach 
Jerry Chan 
Shirley Tam 
Lisa See 
SojinKim 
Kwan Kim 
Cassandra Ang 
Jeri Floyd 
Jesse Warshal 
Cole Duran Benton 
Anancia Rickford 
Susan Dickson 
Mary Alongi 
Marian Chew 
Karl Morton IV 
EvelynFong 
Jessica Yi 
Jean Dasalla 
Abi Burnham 
Jamie Ford 
Mitsuhiro Sakai 
Rick Eng 
Will Yuen 
Laura Harding 
Zheik 

I would also like to thank the following CHSSC members and friends for their 
support: Nancy Kwan, Jeff Chan, Esther Lee Johnson, Bo-Gay Tong Salvador, 
Sue Fawn Chung, Jane Chug, Tyrus Wong, Kim Wong, AI Leong, Brian 
Jamieson, Nancy Wong, Curtis Choy, Milton, Sherrill, and Jeff Quon, Roger 
LeRoque, Phil ip Lee, Holly Barnhill, Cindy Yee, Sandra Jones, James-John 
Kerigan, HBO, Ashelyn Valdez, Larry McAllister, Roni Lubliner, Jessica Taylor, 
Margarita Diaz, Wayne Wang, Janet Yang, Amy Tan, Ming-Na Wen, Lauren 
Tom, Tamlyn Tomita, Rosalind Chao, Tsai Chin, Lisa Lu, Kieu Chinh, France 
Nuyen, Russell Wong, Howard Fong, Ronald Bass, John Woo, Spencer Baumgar­
ten, Harry Shum, Jr., Marissa Upchurch, Page Leong, Shannon Lee, Sydnie 
Wilson, Kris Storti, Beau Sia, Parry Shen, Walter, Eileen, Glenn, Chris, and 
Brandon SooHoo; Linda, Michael, Jordan, and Shannon Dang; Hayward SooHoo, 
James Hong, April Hong, East West Players, Tim Dang, Kit Carrido, Alvin log, 
Paul Wong, Michael Quan, Bison Archives, Frank Bren, S. Louisa Wei, Law Kar, 
Robin Lung, Mark and Betsy Scott, Christina Rice, Los Angeles Public Library, 
Chinese American Museum, Webster Colcord, Shinae Yoon, Helen Kim, 
Abraham Ferrer, Visual Communications, Chevy Chen, James Sie, Brenda 
Hsueh, Elizabeth Sung, Patty Toy, Jason Tong, Quan Phung, Henry Chan, Alan 
Yang, Valerie Yaros, Screen Actors Guild, Donna Carrell, Jennifer Mitchell, 
Writers Guild of America, David Pierce, Media History Digital Library, Jessie 
Petersen, TBS, Cliff Uyeda, Los Angeles Chinese Drum and Bugle Corps, Daniel 
Chang, Kate Amend, Jean Tsien, William Hoy, Maysie Hoy, John Esaki, Evelyn 
Jung Wong, Kitlan Chu, Leslie Li, the Chi Family, Robert Montoya, Simon 
Elliott, Alex Tse, Peter SooHoo, Jr., Center for Asian American Media, Masashi 
Niwano, Christine Kwon, Teddy Zee, Barbara Yung, Shanghai Pearl, Robert 
Birchard, Robert F. Liu, Edward J. Pei, Holly Lowzik, Wallace Quon, the late 
Peter SooHoo Sr. and Peter SooHoo Jr., Ann Limongello, Margaret Adamic, 
Maxine Hof, Tamara Khalef, Melinda Holland, Catherine Yee, Alecia Yee 
Simona, Susan Bollinger, Adrienne Chi-en Telamaque, Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, Margaret Herrick Library, Don Lee, Laureen Loeser, 
Faye Thompson, Jenny Romero, Michael Hartig, Marisa Duron, and Jonathan 
Wahl. 

Thank you to the fami lies ofViolet and Marion Wong, Marcella Wong-Yasuhiro, 
Gala Wong Davis, and Gregory Mark. 

Special acknowledgement to Phil Yu at angryasianman.com, Anna Almandrela at 
the Huffrngton Post, and Ed Moy at examiner.com. 

My eternal gratitude to David Wells and the invaluable resource of his blog: 
http://softfilm.blogspot.com. 

(If anyone was left out of these acknowledgements, please email me at 
chinesehistoricalsociety@gmail.com and you will be acknowledged in the next 
newsletter.) 

In Memoriam 

Calvin Nee Woo 
July 4, 1927- February 12, 2014 

People often say that Calvin ws the nicest 
man they knew. His kindness and his 
friendly smile touched the lives of those 
around him. His legacy of generosity and 
compassion will live on through his loving 
wife Betty; his children Karen, Michael, 
Donald, Jeanette, and Sharon; his sons-in­
law Mark and John; his daughters-in-law 
Eva and Becky; and his grandchildren 
Jennifer, Krystal, Braille, Bryan, Lauren, 
Ryanne, Adam, Kaitlyn, Sydney, Sarah, 
and Abby. 

Calvin Woo was a long time member of the Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California. His family states that memorial donations may 
be made in his memory to CHSSC. 

Yee Wong Yem Sue 
August 1, 1918- February 7, 2014 

Born in Toisan, Guangdong Province of China. She spent her teenage 
years in war-tom China. In 1938, she married Yick On Yee. Her cher­
ished privilege was becoming a U.S. citizen in 1959. She and her 
husband spent their career in the laundry business, often workjng 
12-hour days, 6-days a week, year-after-year. After raising a family and 
providing for their college education, she and her husband retired in 
1971 and lived in South Pasadena. 

Yee Wong Yem Sue is survived by Helen and Darryl Quon (daughter 
and son-in-law), Jennifer and Tim Eng (granddaughter and grandson­
in-law), Leslie Quon (granddaughter); Henry and Mary Lam-Yee (son 
and daughter-in-law), Jennifer and Angela Li (granddaughters); William 
and Carol Yee (son and daughter-in-law), David and Christina Yee 
(grandson and granddaughter). Yee Wong Yem Sue was the mother of 
Helen Quon, Secretary and Board Member of CHSSC. Her family 
states that memorial donations may be made in her memory to CHSSC. 
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Community Calendar II 

Monday, March 3, 6:00 check in, 7:00 dinner, 8:00 lecture 
China Society of Southern California presents 
Film Making in China and Hollywood By Janet Yang 
Ms Yang will speak about the exploding film industry in China, 
and its relationship with Hollywood, and her specific experiences 
and insights in making movies between the two places. 
$20 Members, $25 non-members 
Golden Dragon Restaurant, 960 N. Broadway, LA Chinatown 
rsvp@chinasocietyofsocal.org or 310-454-3621 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 6:30pm 
Chinese Americans & Asian Americans in Conservation Past 
& Present Speakers: Sheng-Cheng Koo - Registered volunteer 
Ranger with Angeles National Forest, CHSSC on Sing Peak Pil­
grimage, Yosemite; Mark Masaoka, A3PCON Policy Director 
San Gabriel Mountains Forever Coordinating Committee 
Castelar Elementary School840 Yale St. L.A. 90012 
Free Parking - enter via College Street 
www.chssc.org www.facebook.com/groups/chssc 

T uesday, March 18, 2014 7:00pm 
Never a Burnt Bridge by Sylvia M innick 
The Chinese American Museum, El Pueblo de Los Angeles His­
torical Monument, Friends of the Chinatown Library, CHSSC 
and Chinese American Citizens Alliance present community 
activist and author, Sylvia Minnick. Abandoned as an infant and 
raised as a refugee in Japanese-occupied Malaya during World 
War II, Never a Burnt Bridge is a memoir of humility, humor and 
pluck. Reserve your seat by email rsvp@camla.org 
Chinese American Museum 
425 N. Los Angeles St., Los Angeles, CA 

Saturday, AprilS, 2014 
Ching Ming Evergreen Cemetery 
Join members and friends ofCHSSC to remember those who have 
left us. Experience the History, Celebration, Rememberance, Turkey 
Jook, Dim Sum and Roast Pig 
www.evergreen-losangeles.com 
www.chssc.org www.facebook.com/groups/chssc 
chsscorg.blogspot.com/ 

Sunday, April14, 2014 11:00 am to 4:00pm 
Los Angeles Heritage Day 
L.A. Heritage Day brings together over 200 heritage organizations 
including CHSSC from across LA to share Los Angeles and 
Southern California history through exhibit, booths, tours, seven 
museums, childrens activities, presentations, giveaways, food, and 
other activities. 
El Pueblo Historical Monument, Home of Olvera Street 
(Downtown LA) 
424 N Main Street, Los Angeles, 90012, Los Angeles, 90012 
www.facebook.com/LosAngelesHeritage 

Save The Date 
Saturday, May 31, 2014 
Chinese Historical Society of Southern California 
2014 Golden Spike Awards 
Hilton Los Angeles/San Gabriel 
225 West Valley Boulevard, San Gabriel, CA 9 1776 

We are seeking donations for our silent auction. 
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