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Finding KUKAN: 
A Chinese American 

Filmmaker 's Perspective 

Presented by Robin Lung 

Wednesday, May I, 20 13 - 6:30 p. rn. 

Caste/ar Elementary School 
840 YafeStreet, Los Angefes, CA 90012 

Free parking. entcr via College Street 

Refreshments will be served 

This event is free and open 10 the public 

At the end of2009 Hawaii_based documcnlary filmmaker 
Robin Lung discovered a 194! Oscar.winning col.". film 
on China that had rallen into almost 10tal ohscurily aft .... 
being l()'ll for decades. lie. docUmenlal')' in progress, 
Finding KUK14 N, chronicle<; h .... qUe<;1 to restore the IOSI 
film KUKAN,o ill; rightful place in hislory and UlICQver 
the stOty of KUKAN's makel'$ - the unconventional 
Hawaii Chinese author and playwright Li Ling_Ai , and the 
ad,'enturous phutujuumalist Rey Scutt. Lung will present 
vide<) clips from Finding KUK14 N and the un,restored 1941 
film KUKAN as she speaks about her filmmaker's juumey 
thus far. 

AbQut RQbin Lung: Rubin Lung is a fuurth generatiun 
Chinese American whu was raised in Hawaii. A graduate 
uf Stanfurd Univt:1'!;ity and Hunter Cullege in NYC, Lung 
cQlllplcted a successful career in publishing and university 
administratiun befure becuming a self_taught dQcumentary 
filmmaker ten years agu. As a filmmaker she is driven hy 
a desire tu preserv. the st<>ries uf extraQrdinary pe<)ple 
from minority backgrounds whu are uften Qve, looked by 
mainstream media. Lung made her directurial debut with 
Wm;hington Piau : Hawaii 's First }{o",~, a 31)..minute 
documentary fQl' PBS Hawaii about Hawaii's histuric 
gQve"",r's mansiQn and hume uf Queen LilitIQkalani 
(aired December 2(08), She was the Associate Producer 
fur the national PBS documentary PalSy Mink: Ahead oj 
the Majority (aired Octuber 2008). She was the l lawaii 
Unit Producer fQl' the acclaimed documentary Vimn Las 
14ntipo</as' by Russian filmmaker VictQ1' Kussakuvsky, 
and has produced numerous shurt documentaries fur the 
Hist<>ric Hawaii Fuundatiun. 

KUKAN ProdL>C<l' U Lin<!:-A; ond Di=tor Roy Scott 
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Nominations to the Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California Board of Directors 2013-2014 

The following have be<:n nominated to the Chinese HistQrical SQ.; iety 
ofSQuthem CalifQrn ia Board of Directors of2013_2014 

Officers 

Pres idem - Susan Dickoon 
Vic~ President - Eug~n~ Moy 

VP for Programs _ Gordon Hom 

Se<: retary - (Open) · 
Membership S«.· Kelly Fong 

Treasurer _ Richard Liu 

Members a t La rge (or 2-year Term 

Sleven Ng 
Mei T. Ong 

William Yuen 
(Open) · 
(Ope-n) · 

Members at Large returning ror 
2nd Year o(2-year Term 

(Not for Election) 

Su Chen 
Jenny Cho 

Clement Lai 
Winifred Lew 

Francine Redada 

Board membe rs Serve from July I to June 30 . 
The Board of Directors meet on the second Saturday of each month 
from 9 :00 a. m. 10 II :30 a.m. Board members have opponunilies 10 
serve on com mittees such as the Archive Committee. the Programs 
Comminec. the Nomination Comminec. the Outreach Comminee. 

etc. Comminees meet at various agreed upon dates and times . 

Election will take place at the June 5th meCl ing at 
Castelar Elementary School's Mu lti ·Purpose Room. 

·We will accept nominations from the floor al the May meeling. 

Board of [)irectors 

Officers 

Susan Dickson. Presidenl 
Eugene W. Moy. Vice President 
Gordon Hom. VP for Program, 

Donald Loo. Secretary 
Kelly Fong. Membership Sec. 

Richard Liu. Treasurer 

Members at Large 

Pcdro Chan 
Su Chen 

Jenny Cho 
John Jung 

Clement Lai 
Winifred Lew 

Steven Ng 
Mei T. Oog 

Francine Redada 
William Yucn 

Mi ssion Statement 

The Chinese lIi .. orical Society 
ofSQuthern California was 
organized in November 1975. 
The purposes oflhe Sociely are: 
I ) 10 bring together pwple with 
a mutual interest in Ihe imponam 
hi .. ory and historical role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in ooulhern California; 
2) 10 pursue. preserve and communi_ 
cale knowledge of thi s hislOry; and 
3) 10 promOle Ibe heri tage oflhe 
Chinese and Chinese American 
community in suppon ofa t>ener 
appreciation oflhe rich. muhicuhural 
socielY oflhe Uniled Stales. 
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2013 Ch' ing Ming Festival 
0. April 6, 2013 CliSSC hosled Ch 'ina Ming (Chinese Memorial Day) FeSli,'.1 ."he hiSloric Chinese Memorial Shrine al Evergreen 
Ccm<tcry. Th. =mony included. opecial ",membrane. of Randall Bloch, champion of the "",se,,,"ion of the Chione Memoria l 
Shrine. The Shrine ,land, at the centor of whal was once. 19t1t .enlury Chione ctm<tory. Buill in 1888 by the people of !.os Angeles' 
Old Chinato,,"'n, lhe Shrine is considered Ihe earlieSi extant Chinese , Iructure in !.os Anael ... The ,ile remain, culturally and hi.torically 
significant and has boen <lesignalcd !.os Angel .. IlistoriclCultur:o.l Monument No, 486. It i. owned and maintained by CIISSC. 
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Annual Golden Spike Awards Dinner 

Jin Hing & Co. 

Saturday, May 18,2013 - 6:00 pm 

Please join us in honoring: 

Grand Star Jazz Club 
Owned and operated by the Quon family forovcr 67 years. 
Him Gin Quon and hi s wife Yiu Hai Quon opened Grand Star 
Restaurant after World War 11. The Quon family has betn a 
part of Los Angeles for OvcT a hundred years and arc pioneer
ing entrepreneurs in the Chinatown rcs\.(lurant industry. Grand 
Srar eventually transitioned from a restaurant into a nightclub. 
playing an important role in Chinatown's social life. Grand 
Star Jau Club sc"':es as a popular mccting place for eekbri
ti es. politicians. athlClCs. and othcr important members of the 
community. Today. it is run by brothers Wallaee and Frank 
Quon. along with Frank's son Tony. 

One of the oldc:st C<lntinuously operating Chinese jewelry
antique Stores in Southem California. Lee King Yee. a Master 
Goldsmith. and his SOn Leon Lee foundc:d Jin Hing Co. during 
the Great Depression in 1933. The Store was originally loca«:d 
at 446 Y, \.(Is Angeles Street selling jewelry only. The 
busillCSs would move to its current location at 412 Bamboo 
Lane in 1950 where it began to sell both jewelry and antiques. 
Robert <>1J.ob" Lee. SOn of Leon Lee. would take OvcT the 
busillCSs and amass an impressive colleetion of Chinese 
antiques. Bob C<lntinues to run the store today specializing in 
a variety ofi«:ms such as jewelry. antiques. rare books. and 
snuff oollies. 

K.O. Louie 
Established by Ping Yucn !Auie on the C<lmer of Gin Ling Way 
and Sun Mun Way in Central Plv.3 in 1938. Rich cultural figu· 
rines. jades. vases. trinkets. and postcards first sold during its 
grand opening are still sold to this day. Ping Yuen u.uie would 
marry l.tt Shee !Auk. Ping Yuen Louk's chi ldren C<lnti nue to 
preserve and keep their father's legacy alive by working at the 
Louk store. K.G. Louie serves as a symool of success and per
severance during times when founding Chinese families were 
prohibited from buying property, obtain ing bank loons. and 
securing desirable jobs. 
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Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of New Chinatown 

Phoenix Imports 

Empress Pavilion Restaurant 

Please join us in honoring: 

Phoenix Bakery 

Fnunded in 1938 by Fung Chnw Chan and his wife. Wai Hins, the 
idea was to produce traditinnal Chinese pastries and cookies nnt 
found locally. Chow'. brother lun Chan wnuld jQin the business and 
help introdue<: the traditinnal fresh stfawberry whipped cream cake. 
With a growing repertnire nf desserts and pastries, Phoenix Bake')' 
became a staple in ChinatQwn, moving tn it's nnw cUlTem locatioo nn 
Broadway in 1971 tQ accommodate its high demand. The next gen
CIatinn nfChans, including Kelly, a CPA, and Y Qulen. a graduate nf 
the American Institute Qf Baking have taken OlVer the responsibilities 
and cnntinue 10) make quality pastries and desserts fnr the people nf 
los Angeles. 

Both Phoenix Imports and HQP Louie Restaurant are Q,",l1ed and 
Qperated by Walter SooHoo. The SooHoo family dates back to 
Old Chinatown when She Wing SooHoo, Walter SooHoo's 
father, Qpened Chew Yuen CQmpany at 308 Marchessault Stfttl. 
She Wing WQuid becQme Qne Qrthe fQunding business Q'"'l1CTll Qf 
New ChinatQwn. In 1981 , Walter SooHoo purehased Phocni x 
Imports' stQrefront previously occupied hy the Mu Brothers. 
Walter SooHoo named Phocnix Imports afler his wife Eileen 
SooHoo's Chincse name. Both businesses are maintained by 
Walter and Eilttn to this day. 

Sincere Imports 

Started in 1938 by FQng Kin Chin and Ida Leong Chin a., Sincere 
Gift Shop. a lillie booth in Old Chinalown on Olvera Strcc1. Foog 
and Ida would h3\'e three chi ldren; Sylvia, Johnny, and Joyce 
who would grow up with the shop. Johnny Chin and his mother 
Ida continued the family legacy after moving the store to its 
current location on Gin ling Way in Central Plaza. Sincere Gift 
Shop would be renamed Sincere Imports. One of the store goals is 
to specialize in the irnponing of Chinese art, artifacts. and 
heritage through its items for sale in Chinalown. 
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Annual Golden Spike Awards Dinner 
Celebrating the 75th Anniversary of New Chinatown 

Saturday, May 18.20 13 - 6:00 pm 

Grand StarJarL Club 

Phoenil Bakuy 

Jack Ong 

Empress I'a"ilion Restaurant 
988 Nnnh Hill SI",t.1 #20 1 

Los Angeles Chinatown. CA 90012 

Recognizing alld hOl/oring: 

Jin HiDg & Co. 

I'hoenix Imports 

Milton QUOD 

KG. Louie 

Sincere Imports 

Cy Wong 

Please reserve _tickets @S IOOperperoon(members)._licke(, @ SI35 P'" person lno,,.,n,,,,,bers). O R 

I ..-i, b to be a : r:J Jade Tabl. S",," ' OI 51 000· r:J Gold Ta ble S""n. o. SJ ,SOO 
°JtI<k TuN" SpoflS<Jrshjp cNJw"N!S pUrThuur 10 be "'''mber-

r:J Sh e, Tabl. Sponsor 51,35(1 r:J Iliamond Table S!,<, nS(lr 55,000 

o I wan l 10 don • •• , lien! oucl lon hen'I'I: 1 · le. ,~ ca ll nl. at ( ) 

a I wa nl 10 place an ad In your ... en! pr<>gram. !'Iuse u ll m. a t ( ) 

Sponsor Name 
Please list gueSt """'.$: 

o 1/..-. "Iff not M abl. to a n end . but pica ... acceplmy donation in the amount ofS 

Name 

C<)rnptlny 

Add,..,>s 

Ph<>ne 

E-Mail 

Sign.lUre 

Title 

City 

Fax 

lip 

Expiration Date 

Tot.1 Contribulion S 

RSVP by April 30th. 2013 !l.enllt form and su bmit paynI' nt to: C HSSC 411 lIernord SIr..,t. Los Ang, lts. CA 9001 2 
Credi t Card ptlymcnt can be phoned in 10 323-222-0856 or mailed In abo,·, add",ss. 
The Chinese Hist<)rical Society nf Snu,hem Calif<)mia i~ • 501(c>(3) non_profit organi,,"-,ion . Tax [I). N 95-3155357 
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Celebrating 130 Years 
Castelar Street Elementary School 

Please join us on Friday, May 24, 2013· 1:00 pm 

Castelar School 
850 Yale Street, Los Angeles. CA 90012 

Thi$ ... iII also include an op<'n house afiu Ihe cel~brotion in Ih, mulli· 
purpose room ho,,~d by the school. The n,...· Music Room ",ill ha • .., 

historic pholo$ Ihal ""iII /)., a''Qi/able for public .in'ing_ 

In 1882. Loo A!I$des op:ned • foul 'room school 0<,.,.. from tit< Ff<nch l/o.p i,.I . 
In 1903. ,h. "",in building 01 ,h. li"l. ochool ... ·.s ';'"roy<d by fi", . nd. 13·room 
Vi"."i • • "",,,~,e "' .. built in i" pi""., Fly the 1970)0. 'he Vi,,"';"n "'''' "'-'y to 
• t\tw ))·toom oompl" . 

C .... I., EI<m.nla'Y School i. 'he second old«t con'inUOll. ly opetotinllochool in ,he 
L.,. A"ades Unified School Di. ",,,, Through th ... 130 ye . ... Ca.«I., School h •• 
"",,« .. fuily I.", the academic foondation f ... many &<""nl1io", of child",", C."dar 
",main • • unique P"" of L.,. Anllele, ' mullie""u,,1 hi,"'ry 

Scheduled Evenl$: 

II .... , 
'-!i." , 

I ."" 
-=ii& --

Pilgrimage to 
Wawona and Sing Peak 

SITurdIY. Au)!u,t)rd , The Sing Project Dinner: 
A cckbral0ry dinD« in his'ooic Wawona 10 "'kid off" ,he proj""'_ 

Sunday. Au)!u" 4th . Morning Planning M<:<:1ing: 
Spol1sored by /he 
Chll1~.fe IIIs/orical Society o/Soulhern California 

Di$CU$$ion of plln$ f'" fulUI<; .,·.tns and '" promote 
Chinese hi,oory in lit< Siems, 

CommemoraTing the contributions of 
uri)" Chin.,.., in YMemile Nuional Park 
·ro~d builder., famous cook .. ..,n'k~ worker. and mono 

Ida Fong Lee 

Augu<t Sih _ 71h Pilgrimage", Sing P.aI; 
For • • perienccd backpack ...... , mall group will ascent 
Sine roal; (IO.SS2 ' ), on the sau,he .. tcm border of Yoseroilo 
N,""""I POll, moching Ih. $ummn OIl '" abou1. Aug_ 6th 

For info contac1 U$ 01 dwc@.hoIroail.oom",caIlJ21,222.08S6 

Auguslll. 1913· March 30.1013 

Ida Fong Lee passed ..... y peac.fully at borne. She ..... boon in Canton. China and oame 10 Ih. 
U.S , a,age1hree, Predeceased by husband Alrred Uro Lee, sister P .... I Wong. and brother 
Riohard Fong. Sur>'i,'ed by ohildt<,n Jo Ann. Sherwood (M"'gareT). and Ron Lee: r. .. grand. 
chiklren: 1hree grea,.grandsons: .. , ..... 1 nephe .... and nieces. Ida Fong Lee w .. along lime 
member of the Chine .. lIistorioal Society ofSouIh.ro Calirornia. 
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Community Calendar _ 

WtdnHday. Moy I. 20B 6:JO 
FindinK KUKAN: ,.. Cltinne "'",ukQM FiJ"''''lfw's Per>p«
Ii'"e 
At tbe end of 2009 Il.woii_ba$cd docOIm<Tltory filmmaker Robin 
Lung dio<ovt"fCd . 194 I Oscar_"'inning color film on Chi"" that 
hod fall ... inlO almos, IOtaI obscuriry after being lost for decode •. 
Her documentory in progrc$$. Finding KUKAN. chronid<$ beT 
qU<">t 10 restore the IOSI r.lm KUKAN 10 its righlful pI"", in 
his1Ot)' and uncover the 'lory of KUKAN's makers - the uneon· 
vemion.al Hawaii Chi1l<$C author and playwrighl Li Ling.Ai. and 
the ad • ..,nturou. photo)ournal iS1 Roy Scott. Lunjl will present 
. ideo clips from Finding KUKAN and the .n·res«n<l 1941 film 
KUKAN 0$ ,h. ,peak' .boon her r.lmmak",·, journey thUS far. 

Abou' Robin Lung: Robin Lung i •• fOUM ge,.,....tion Chine .. 
American who "'as .. ioed in Il.",.ii. A graduate of Stanford 
Univel"$iry and Ilun'er College in NVC, Lung completed a suc· 
c ... ful c.reer in publishing ar>d uni'"Cf5i1y admini.lr;tlion before 
bcc<mring a .. If.ta,#,t documental)' fi lmmaker ten yea .. ago. 
A, a filmmaker she I, dri.no by 0 des". '0 pr<$Cn"t: the "ari .. "f 
""'raordinary J>Wt?le from miO>Ori1y bac kgrounds who are often 
ov .... tooked by mainstream media. 

Thursdo)', ~Ia)' l thru ~")' 11 
19th LoJ An2<IH A,lan r u lfie film f .. th·ll. 
pr<$<nted by Visual Communication,. nmning May 2 through 12 
at venues """' ... Los A"ide. and \.or1g Ekach. With . lineup of 
over 14() films. LAAPFF is • 'ho ....... of some "fthe late" and 
great .. t documentaries and narrati"<$ rtprcscnting 0 di"ersi,y of 
Asian ar>d Asian "adnc Ameritan ""icc • . 
httl'J/asianfi I mfest 1 • . orgI20 I J 

Sa tunl.y, Moy 4th HI:oo Om 
I ..... Angel .. C hinese [)rum a nd 8u~e Coep., 
Ikl Im",rli l [) ra~on. 
Will be m«"Iing at the Chi1l<$C lIiStarica l Soci<ly 
of Southern California (C HSSC) for 'hoir 
Legacy m«"Iinp I proj«:1 at 41 S Bernard Street 900 12 
www.lacimpcn.ldragon'.<><i 

MondlY. ~Ia)' 6. 1013 
C hina SociMy or So.theen Ca liforn ia 
7:00 pm [)innee(SlO foe m.mbe .... SlS foe non_membe") 
8:00 pm I.«,.r. (no .... t) 
Speaker. Denni . Gro.-gc Crow. coli"'''''' of antique photograph, 
Topic. Old Shanghai'. Bur>d - The hi,tory and r;t,. im.ge. from 
thel9th century. 
For mo.-c <kt.a,ls: www.chiM$OCi<1y<>fsocal .org 

Sa tunll)·. "'"Y 18, 1013 
C hin ... lIi,tori •• 1 SociMy or Southeen Ca lifornia 
1013 GoldeD Spik. A,..anl. 
Emp ..... Pavillion Restaurant 
988 N lIill Srrttt, lo$ Angel.,. CA 90012 

ThundlY. "'ay HnI at 6:30 pm. 
Book Tolk: South" n Fritd Riu 
Author John JU"i " ml< SoI</hem Fried Rice. 
Life in .'I CMn",g Uourodry in Ihg [)up Soulh 
d Chinne Uoum}n"u' Tick"" 10 Su""';",,1 on Gold M""nrain. 
R"",mead Library 8800 Valley RI.". R"",,,,,,ad. CA 91770 
(626) 573·5220 
hUpjlchi1l<$Cam<Ticanhistorian.bloglpou:omi 
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