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Castelar 
Elementary School 
celebrates 130 years 

on its current site 
(1882-2012) 

Wednesday, October 3, 20! 2 

6:30 p.rn. - 9:00 p.m. 

Caste/or School, 840 Yale Street. 
Los Angeles Chinatown, CA 90012 

Fru lX'rlti~g - e~ler v;o CoJlrg<! Streel. 

The ."'"' is free It) ,Iu p~b1ic. 
Rej",h"'''.1J " 'ill be ,.,,,,d. 

The Chinese HislOrical Society of Southern California 
will host a birthday party/reunion at Castela, Elemental)' 

• Hear remembrances from a panel ofCaslc!ar alumni 
• Walch a show of old ph(}IOS 
• Share your memories during an open mike period 
• Mcel old friends and make new ones 
• Eal birthday cake 

Photo show starts a16:30 so come carly_ 

Castciar Elementary School is Ihe serond oidesl C<:Inlinu
ously operating school in the Los Angeles Unified School 
Ois(riet. The school opened in 1882 wi(h four elassrooms. 
grades One Ihrough eight in (he area nOw known as 
China(o"ll. Throughoul 1he 130 years. (he school's e1hnic 
cnrol lmen( has mirrored the changing demographics of 
(he surrounding communi1y which has included Ualians. 
f rench. Croa1iMS. Chinese. La1ioos. and Sou(heas( Asians. 
Today's cnrolimen( sUIOds al ]4'1. Asian and 24% Lalino. 
1.5'1. Black and .5% Whi(c. CaMeiar has been (he heart 
ofChina«Nll. a place whero educa(ion is valued and 
(he oommuni(y com~ (ogctner. 
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The Chinese Historical Society of SOli them California 
expresses its deepest cOlldolences to the family and 

loved ones of those who were very dear to the society. 

Randall Bloch 

Dorothy D. Fong 

Wing Chuck Loo 

Yuek Lee Moy 

BennyT. Ong 

An Evening with Sonia Mak 
On Scptember 5th, Sonia Mak made a captivating and infonnati,'e pre
sentation about her current projects including ' Round the Clock: Chinese 
American Anists Working in Los Angeles, The event took place at the 
monthly CIISSC meeting at Castelar Elementary School. 

Sonia was a founding curator at the Chinese American Museum, 
and has worked at LACMA, Autry National Cent ..... L.A. County Ans 
Commission, and Morono Kiang Gallery, 

_.,.n,c. .... 

Board of Directors 

OHicers 

Susan Dickson, President 
Eugene W, Mny, Vice President 

Gordon Hom, VP for Program, 

Donald Loo, Secretary 
Kelly Fong, Membership Sec, 

Richard Liu, Trcasur<:r 

M embers at Large 

Pedro Chan 

Su Chen 
Jenny Cho 

John Jung 
Clement Lai 

Winifred Lew 

Steven Ng 
~jci T. Ong 

Francine Redada 

William Yuen 

Mi ssion Slatement 

The Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California was 
organized in November 1975, 
The purposes of the Society are: 
1) to bring together p«>plc with 
a mutual interest in the imponant 
history and historical role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in southern California: 
2) to pursuc, preserve and communi_ 
cate knowledge of this history: and 
3) to promote the heritage of the 
Chinese and Chinese American 
community in support ofa better 
appreciation of the rich, multicultural 
society of the United States, 
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Old Chinatown Photo Collection Acquisition 
CIISSC ha, ""qui"'" a ~ coil"","," or 124 pIlo'", depic'ing Los Angel .. ' Old Chinatown and its surrou!>d ing area. ",... block 
and "hit. images (ci,.,. 1928. 1932) we'" l3ke" prj,", '" Ibe demolition of o,ino",,," and tbe """"ruction of Union Station, 
!lelow are eumpl .. orthose precious pilot.,.. A comprehensive exhibit will be on display in the neat future. 

"' '' .'' __ ,~--



Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 

OCTOBER 2012 

Special Portraits of Pride II Presentation 

Thursday, October 25, 2012 
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

University of Cali fomi a Irvine 
HG 1010 

IIG _ f<>< U.."..,iti<s gal<WOy; it i. nnmbCf 611 on til< uel map 

(h11p :/Iwww.""i .edulcampu$mapl) 

SPEAKERS: 

VongChen, Ph O 
Professor of Hi$tory and Asian American studies at 

University of California. Irvine. and author of numerous 
articles published in leading academic journals. as well 
as the anic1 e "Education: Inconspicuous Prominence in 

Academia" in POr/railS o/Pride fl book. 

Fl""'it WQng-Staal. Ph D 
Top woman scientist of the past decade . world· renowncd 

pionecr in (he ficld of AIDS resean:h and authority on 
molecular virology and its disease causation. One of the 

"unsung heroes" featured in POr/railS 0/ Pride fl. 

Q& A and bo<lk sign ing will fo llow 
immediately after the presentations . 

Ponra;1S of p,jik 1I f~pond$ to 
!he nec.J ror • source book emphasizing pride 
in lhe occornplislunenlS ofCltinese Americ ..... 

The Ponraits of Pride ...,.;~. mission and purpose is; 

I. TQ fill tho ""Mi$$ing in ili$t"'Y" gap Icfl by 
Chinese Americans: 

2. To dcepe-n and in<,.. ... awareness of lho 
p<>Sil" 'C contribution, of Chinese Americans; 

3. To identify role model. ror out YOIInger seneralion: 
4. To build upon andexter<i lho work done by 

PortroilS of Pn'de I and npc<>ming CIISSC proj«"; 
5. To broaden and e .. tend tho PorIrait' of Pride 

"Free Library Book Program"; and 
6. TQ .nppon and men!.,.- $tICcocding gcnrnu'''''' 

of Chines.c American hi, tnri.n •. 
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Lillian Wong & David Lee: 
Old Chinatown pioneer families stay in louch 
by Angi Ma Wong, Pas, CHSSC President 1987· 1989 

Make new !riemJs but keep Ihe old. 
The ji,., is si/'"er. bUI Ihe OIher is gold. -Ammymous 

When charter CHSSC member Norman W""i decided on 
..",i· ..... i......,..,t 0'·'" • do:u-n ye .... go. be joined tbe Chi ..... 
Golf F<da1I,ioI\. an organi,.tioo ... illl over 45 lCaD of hi <lOry in 
los Angel"', AmortjI the ",If club·, mcmbmi ""cr< Kellogg Chan. 
Manny Chang. Tooy Ch. u. Oort Woog. Vklor Woog and Uenry 
Chena . all friends "'110 habitually lunehod "'I!<1ber olkr their 
games. Typic.lly .• topic of "o.,"<outi"" rc,..,lved around ,,'hioh 
food and res""""" had be<1I or OOIIkI be sampled. Tooy mode. 
chano. rcmarl; 10 Norman thot many ycon Won: in the ··old daYS." 
be. Manny and IIrnry had . 11 ... or\:ed .. woil<"B " Gmcntl!.<:e 
(Man Jen Low) in Chinatown in Ihe-i. )'OIlth. Eoch """,Ill. oome of 
!he oilier former eJ1lpkl)"<d "ill S",1>er<d for lunoh with their former 
<mployeT David !.<:e . • Ioni'i .... oommuniry ""tiviSl and leader 
It "' .. during . vi,it with hi, motbe •• Lillian Chung Wong, daughter 
of Nelli. Chung and Yick !lana ChUf\i. do<1or of Chi ..... _",inc: 
and bcrboli>t. !hot &he told N<>mWI thot she u><:d to know Da" id and 
hi. f.mily " .. II. While she and David had met oxc •• ionally over ,he 
ycon at oommunily C"coos. she IOld ber son ,I'll" she·J love to..., 
David agoin 

_ woos.)o<ari< r.o.~. y .. ~ l«. ' .m .... w.,.. ond {}ovid l« ..... _. 
ond _"!<IIC ~..-, 

Old ti ........ " .... w""" Mol {}ovid '.« _ ..... ""'_ 
.. Old ~ ~ .... _ .. """"'" s; ..... """, 

Wi'h j"" • f.w plIon< <.11 ... lunoh ,",'os orran,ged 10 brin>; 'he ''''' 
oldtime" togetbef. 92.yelll..,kI Da"id !.<:e " ,.. reunited willi hi. 
<hildllood frirnd. Lillian. 101 ha,'. met ,wi« ohio yeillalre.dy, 

Lillian remembered 'hat a lmost every wed ,he rode ,he Red Cor 
(stred oar) from'" hom<" 917 Soulll llill S1=I to the Plaza..". 
'" vi.i, ...... Aunty Emily Lum, Emily. lbe older .i .... of Lillian·' 
mother N.IIi. Y .... 1i,'Cd at 521 Af'IIbI ... S'recI. lI.r """, do<.-
I><ighhors w""' r .... and Ann Soo 11<><> and thoi. nil>< cbildrrn. 
and a few doors ..... y. Ii"ed W<><> PllI: Fon& and ~i. f.mi ly. the 
)'OWl8<'1 child beinj! David . 

··Oavid·, mot .... Lum Cheuk Siu. wos ""')' g<rI'~1 and had 
be • • tiful olein." =.11. Lillian from ti>c A'1>cnon Bap!i.l Ilomes in 
A lhambra ... 'hen: she r=n'ly hosoed. lu""h for [).avid and hi' wife 
Yuki. ,i .... M>ri< Chung Loui •. son Nomwo and dough, ••• in.law 
Angi M. WO"i. CIISSC Pasl President 1981- 1989. 

..[ would oftm drop by the l.oe family I>omc:. and • ..,h ,ime 0 DeW 

baby ... os born .... Aunt Emilywoold help tho new rnothe-r. When 
David·, ''''in broIl1cr< ,",'cr< \>om. hi. motl>cr .. ...,t<d '" coli ti>cm 
William and W illy but " 'C 'old I>cr ohat !he n ....... were "'" ' imilar 
so she changed Willy·, name '" Norman instoad,* 

··When Da,'id w .. th= y ..... old. I "' .. tm ye ... okl. We oil 
called him Shiew bee. u .. he .miled all ,he time and ..... a happy. 
cut< linle boy. our &mily often vi.itod tile Soo II"" family woo 
lived nc:,1 door.· 

.. M., Soo 11<><> "' .. blind and he alweays .. ked u, 10 ,urd closer '0 
bim so he could pu1 hi, hand on our head, '" ... 110"" toll ..., wm.. 
Then I>e would t.1I hi, ,",'ife '" give e..,h of '" • loam (pres.en-'ed 
oh.). Ac ..... the ,~ "' ... barn tho, had hones housed there, " 
··Later it " 'OS koocked down and '<fIloc<d by. ployaround:· odded 
David ,,'110 lives wi'h Yuki in l.o< Angeles, 

1M ",,?"oj"UlIu.n Chung WMg " l1"'n</parfft", y"" lI"Yand C""n 
Su. irfot.nd in rM a ... ymJ .... 'innlng boo.t Bilt" Rot>/.f .. A Cu", Sao" OJ,,, ..... (Pacif!Clf~n.ageB<><>b.""'" JJI}-J41-MJ8) ""nlte" by 
LiJlia"·, lale _Mr. Dr, Arrhur Chung, aI/Iou,/:< 0/91, 1M Y ... 
family ... "" ,Mji,." ChiMSe fdmily in renll"" ·, China/a ... 'n dnd ir 
fra",,~ _in,nlly In 1M ""rnnl "/liMen U,.., .. A eon/",,. oj" 
ChiMH A .... rican Ili.rl<ffy in r ... ",,,, c-nl}"·· ",,~ibi/ a/1M MUSftt'" 
0/ r<n1Uro eoonl}". J(I() FAj/ Mdin Jlrnt. r ... ",,,,. 'hrough 
Nm_ber 1', ""' .... , '.,."'","''''""m,'''X /liglol~hlS Inclode Nellie 
Chung·, ... wlding dun and Dr. Y.II. Chung ', q ....... , 



Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 
411 S .. mo<d Sir .... ], Los Ang .. les, CA 90012 
Phone: 323-222-t1856 Emo~: chssdlihoimoil.com 
W .. bsH .. : www.chsse.o<g 

Community Calendar _ 

s .tuNl.y. Sop"mbfc 29. 2012 S:OOpm 
74th Ann .. 1 Moon •• .. 'i,·.1 _ Cultural perf<>rman<e .. f= 
h.nds..", "'orkshops. I;"e musie <urated by Kevin Bronson 
of Bnzzbands LA. mo(Hl. viewing wirh td<$COpeS provided 
by Griffith Obs<-rvalOry ... and of course mo(Hl. c.ke .. mpling 
by Chin'lO>o.n bakeries 
www.chinarownl •. com 

WtdntMIay. O<lObfr 3. 20126:30pm 
C .. tolu F.1. mon.ary So hool col. brat .. 136 ,-un On ito 
<"r...,n' .it. (1882-1011) _ CIlSSC will bosr a birthday 
party/reunion .1 Caslel.r Elementary. 

Hear rcm<mbrances from a panel ofCl$rdaralumni 
Watch a s.how of old photos 

• Sh.re your memori .. during an open mike period 
• Mcer old friend, and make new ones 
• Eat birthday cake 
"''''''' ,< h...,.org "''''W. focebook ,comIgroup.khssc 
chsscorg. b 1<>g$p01.. rom! 

Sl t" NlI,.. O<.o .... r 20. 2012 10:OOam • 12noon 
Th . C biD'" AmOTi .. n [n ...... Group i, newly formed and 
will begin """"ing in 2012. Thi. group i, an out8fO"1h of. 
group ",hieh has been mt<1ing inform.lly for.he past year. The 
focu, i, 10 ",the,- mforma""" and ~rcC$ 10 usisr thos< "" a 
q ..... t 10 r~ their Oi""", American """el101'S. with special 
.tt .... tioo to the impac. on f.mily histories of.he Exclu,ion Act 
(1 882.1943) and rc$rricti,.., quoru which did not change un,il 
the 1.1< 1960',. 
Southern California Gene.logical Sociery 
417 hing Drive, Burbank. CA 91 S(l4..2408 
818-843·724 7 or ""8'g ..... logy,rom 

WedntMI.y. o<tobfr 24.10126:30pm 
Commemo .... ion 
Un An/(dt"S Clrint"SI! Ma .. a<", oj 1171 
IUl Clri,.~ £XclIlS;"" Act 
D.,,/Ir oj VinCI!nt CIr;" in /911 
Scot. Zesch. writer of TIoe Chinat()~'n War>: Chinesl! Lo; Angdes 
and rh. Manac", of 1871 ond Frank Wn. Cllancellor Ikan of tbc 
UC Hasting' College oflhe Utw. will.])<ak. Michael Woo. 
CII Poly Pomona'. Dean of College of En .ironmenlOl Design, 
will $CTVe a, a modcr:r.rOf 
Chinese Am<'Iican Museum 
42S N, Los Angel .. Streeo Los Angeles, CA 90012 
www.camla.o<g 

ThursdlY. O<co .... r lS. lO ll 4 :00 • 6:00pm 
Spki.1 P" rlcoi,. or PriM II P~n.a' ioD 
Speak«" Prof. Von~ C hen and Flo .... Wong-S'aal. Phil 
Uni,'ersi'y of Calif om " Il'Ii ... 110 1010 (IlG 'tands for Ilumani· 
ti.., galC><" Y: i! is numbcr611 "" tbc UCI mop) 
www,,,d.edulcamp,,,m.p 

S.turdoy. o<.obfc 27. 2012 1 :OOpm 
lI idden Li,'" book •• Ik by William Go .. 
William Go", diseu,ses lhe role of Chi .... immi~n1S in Ilte e,'o
luri"" ofVentu", County. Wlllt cmphas" on the hl$1O<y of 
O.nard·, Chinese community, Gow i, 1he gre ... ~ of Wong 
Ah Gow and Lou Oy Gow who owned Go", Maik ... in Oxnard in 
the early 1900s. lie rccrntly ro-authoKd Hidden u,~: A Century 
ajChin",. American lIistory in VenlUt"<J C""nty, Following 'he 
talk lhere "'ill be !ime for Q&A and book .igning, 
$5. MVC mcmbcn fr« 
RSVP: 80S.6S3.03B x7 
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