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In Search of Gold Mountain 
A His/my of/he Chinese in San Diego, California 

Presented by Murray K. Lee 

Wednesday, May 4, 2011 - 6:30 p.m. 

Castelar Elementary School 
840 Yale Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

F ... ~ ._''''CI>II<F_ 
The event is open andfree 10 the public. 

Refreshments ... iII be sen-ed. 

411 Bernard Stree t, Lo< Arogete., CA 90012 
1'tIone: 323-222-<l856 Email: ch.!.Ce hotmoi.com 
We mite: WW'W.chs!.C .org 

Come see a prescnlalion from MUmly K. Lee's 
rttcntly published book, In &Im:h ofOold MOlmialn, 
A Illslory of the ChlneJt In Sa .. Diego, Ctllijomltl, 
a selection of photos and maps 10 provide a summary 
of San Diego's Chinese origins. the fisllennen, 
rai lroad and olha oonstruction workers. and activities. 
II shows ti>c infl..ence of Ah Quin. San Diego's moSl 
imporlanl entrepreneur and patriareh. II lells tboutthe 
beginnings of Chinatown and the IIdjllCefll Slingartt 
District. lhe merchanl parlllCTShips. the firsl families. 
suPJ'lOl"1 organizalions. cclebfations. the boy SCOUIS, 
and the impact oflhe Sirl()oJapanese war and World 
War II. and the effOl"l in histonc preservalion. II 
answers the question of how the Chinese e>'entualiy 
found Gold Mountain afler so many years of search 
and struggle. 

MUmlY K. Lee is the Curator of Chinese American 
Histo<y al the San DiegoChinese HiSloncal Museum. 
He has made presentations 10 local schools. oolieles, 
and organizations and lIi>'en pape!""S It national confer· 
ences. He is the coordinator of lhe San DieiO Chinese 
American Oral HislOl)' Project. 
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Nominations to the Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California Board of Directors 201 1·2012 

The following have been nominated 10 the Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California Board ofDin:ctOTS of201' -2012 

Orticen 

President - Eugene Moy 
Vice President - Gordon Hom 

VI' for Programs - Francine Redada 
Secretary - Winifred Lew 

Membership Sec. - Susan Dickson 
Treasurer - Dennis Lee. C.P.A. 

/IIrm bers Dt Large for 2-ynr Term 

Richard Liu 
Donald Loo 
Mei T. Ong 

William Tong 
(Open)' 
(Open)' 
(Open)' 

Memben a t Large returning for 
2nd Vnr of 2-ynr Term 

(Not for EIe<:lion) 

Alben Chang. MD 
Pedro Chan 
Jenny Cho 

Henry Huang 

Board members serve from July I 10 June 30. 
The Board of Directors meet on the second Saturday of each month 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11 :30 a.m. Board members have opponunities to 
serve On commillees such as tht Archive Commit1e.:. the Programs 
Committee. the Nomination Committee. the Outreach Committe<:. 

etc. Committees meet at various agreed upon dates and times. 

Election will tale place at the June 1st meeting at 
Castelar Elementary School's Multi -Purpose Room. 

'We will accept nominatinns frnm the noor at tht May meeting. 

Board of Directors 

OHiccrs 

Gordon Hom. President 
Susan Dickson. Vice President 

Francine Redarla. VI' for Programs 
Winifred Lew. Secretary 

Mei T. Ong. Membership Sec. 
Dennis Lee. c.P.A.. Trca,urer 

Members 31 Large 

Kenneth L. Chan 
Pedro Chan 

Alben Chans. ).010 
Jennyeho 

Henry Huang 
Henry Leong 
RiehJTd Liu 
Donald Loo 
Eusene ).oloy 
Diane Poon 

William Tong 

Mi ssion Statement 

The Chinese Hislorical Society 
of South em Califomia was 
organized in November 1975. 
The purposes oflhe Society are: 
I) 10 bring logether pcuple with 
a mutual inlerest in the imponanl 
hislnry and historical role nf 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in southern Califnrnia: 
2) 10 pursue. preserve and communi. 
cate knowledge nf this histnry: and 
3) 10 promote the heritage of the 
Chinese and Chinese American 
communily in suppon ofa better 
appreciation of lhe rich. mullicultural 
sociely nflhe United Stales. 



Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 

36th Annual Gala Dinner 
New Roads Taken: Chinese A merican Pioneeni 

Saturday. M ay 21. 201 1 - 6:00 pm 

Empress I'o" ilion Restaurant 
988 North Hill Sl r~"'1 #201 

Los Angeles Chinatown. CA 90012 

Recognizing: 

I)erek C hew 

Stewart Kwoh 

Rosana Hsu 

Colonel R. Mark Toy 

T yr us Y. Wong 

Frank Jao 

Sue Wong 

Pk..., "'"",,,'. _ lickets @$88peTl"'"""(members). _ ,ick",,@ $IH peT pcrs<JI1 (non·m.mbers). O R 

I:l Gold To bit Spun ... , SJ.ooo 

I:l Sil,.., Tablt Spun ... , sl.no I:l Vi. mo nd T ab l. Spun ... , $5.000 

I:l I " .. , 10 pia •• aD od in )'ou r .... n. p rogra m. PI ... " . att .... . t ( ) 

Spun"" r Name 

Pic..., liSt gOCS'IllIJ11<$: 

I:l II",. " 'itt nol be abl" to a ttend . but pl<asc ""ccpl my donalion in .he .moun. or S 

Company 

Add"", 

"""''' [·Mail 

VISA/Me Aooouni. 

Signalure 

Cily 
.. ~ SI ... Zip 

E>:piralion Dale 

T()IAI Con.ribution S 

Rom" for m ond su bmit po,'m' nt to : CUSs<: 4 11 !Io rnard S, ... ,. Los Ang. l .... CA <IOO l l 
Credil Card paymenl .an be pI><>no.'<l in to 323-22H)856 or mailo<l to abow add..,... 
The Chine .. lIiSlO<ical s.oci.,y ofSoulh<m Calif<>mia i •• 50)«)(3) """'profil otgani£alion. Tax l.D. _ 95·3155351 



New Roads Taken: 
Chinese American Pioneers 

Derck C hew 

Th< fin' Chine$< American firefighter 
in Loo Angel ... Ultimately became on 
Arson I"".stigator and conducted 
thousands of fire ""en< in"CStig.uion$. 
determining the origin and cause of 
fif'CS. Firefighter Chew S<1'Wd 
honorably for n ycaJl 

Stewart Kwoh 

CEO and fnunder or A,ian P""ific 
American ugal CC1l,er, Ur>dcr K",""', 
lcader5hip,'he APAl C has b«:<>me 
(he lug'" and most di,= legal 
ass;SlaIlC' and civil righlS organization 
","""'fling A,ion Pacific Ameri<an, in 
(he United States, 

I . 

r~ 
Tyrus Y. Wong 

Centenarian. incomparable pain'er. 
rnunl;$!. lithographer. film J>fOduction 
illustrator and kit.maker, Established the 
i0oi< and style for Di,ney'. cl .. ,;c Bambi. 
Wong later movcd on t" Wlm<' Bro<. 
De,igne<l Christmas cards. illustrated 
book. and nurn<1'OUS mag..,i..,., Hi. 
wOTk i. still exhibited at mu<cuJn. and 
fine at1 gall<1'i¢s nali""wide. 

Rosana Ihu 

Founder and Principal Bcnefacror of the 
California In"itut. for Chinese Perform· 
ing AtIS. E,·cry year. C1CPA provides 
opponuniti .. for pcrf<>rmcn from abroad 
to perform in Ih. United Sla,es and 
generously donat .. all proc«ds from 
.he$< perfonnaJ>C<$ to cbari'i<$_ 

CotR.I\1u rk Toy 

591h Commander of'he Los Angeles 
Di,IIie! . He i, the highe>t f2f1king 
Chinese Amerioan in the U, S, Army 
Corps of E"3ir=rs, A. Command.und 
Di,trie! Engineer. Colonel Toy lead. 844 
military and civilian ~nncl operating 
throuj;hoot I 226.000 squa", mile area of 
Colif"",i.., Ari""" •• Nev""', and Utah 

Frank Jao 

Mr. Joo fled Vietnam in 1975 and Came 
tothe United States; he took "'01 estate 
d ..... and "'-en' on 10 found 
Bridgocrcck Dc,..,lopmcnt. the large .. 
"'01 e,tate de>'eloper in the Vietnamese 
Am<'fkan cncl.w of Linle Saigon in 
Orange Cowuy. Colifornio 

Sue Wong 

World "'n.","TK<l fashion designer 
immigra!ed 10 the Uni!ed States ""hen ,he 
wu .ix ynrs old; her fashion. ha,'c boon 
..-om by Taylor Swift. Milty Cyrus. 
An .... Hathaway. Jes,ic. Biel. Tynt Banlos. 
Vaness> Minnilloand """'y othc",_ 

PLease join us in honoring our heroes 
on May 21, 2011 

Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 

2011 Gala Dinner 



"Plmraits of Pride If responds 10 

Portraits of Pride II 
the need for a source book emphasizing pride 
in the accomplishments of Chin esc Americans," 

Chinese Hlslorlcol Society 
of Southern California 

415 Bernard Street 

los Angeles. CA 1'0012 

Phone:32~2Z2~ 

Emoi : Ch$~ @hotmoil,com 
Website: www.chssc.org 

Mo ke chec Ks payable to CHSSC 

copies of ron",i,s of r ride lJ 

x S 40.00 rer Copy 

' ___ Total 

The Pom .. ;t. of Pride series' mission and pUI'J'O"" is , 

I , To fill the "Missing in Hislory" gap left by 
Chinese Americans; 

2. To deepen and increase awareness ofthe 
positi,'e contribm;ons of Chinese Americans; 

3. To identify role models for our younger gctlCnuion; 

4 . To build upon and extend the work done by 
PortrailS o/ Pride I and upcoming CHSSC projects; 

5. To broaden and extend the Porna;!. ofl'ridc 
" Free Limry Book Program"; and 

6. To suppon and menlor suce<:e<ling s""""uions 
ofChincse American historians. 

Portraits of Pride II 
Chinese American Legacies - Firs/ 160 Years in America 

Name 

Cily 

Stale Zip _____ __ _ 

!'bon. ( ) __________ _ 

Em.oil 

ViWMC _ 

Expifl"Oon [)at. 

Sign .. ure 
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Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 

Portraits of Pride II : Chinese American Legacies - First 160 Years in America 

Grand Debut Edition Arrives in CHSSC' s Offices 
by Madan Chew and Randy Bloch 

March 26, 2011 was a day ofacknowledgraenl and "klOl)' 
for Ihe Pon",ils of Pride II (poP II) learn and its friends. 
All available hands conwm,<.I a'lhe Soci~y', China,own 
offices 10 meel, greel, and sha", 'he momenlous event of 
'he new book', arrival, and its upcoming, larg ... scale 
dehcry sch<:<lul<:<l for April firsl. 

Reun iling wilh long-lime friends dispelled a 'lighl morning 
chill as PoP II Dir«1Or and Edilor-in-Chid l ,P. ltung, 
and CIISSC P",sidenl Gordon Hom. grttled guesls, the 
Society's friends, and lhe PoP llieam, many of lhem 
viewing Ih. impressive publicalion for Ihe firs'lime, 

LP, Leung p"r.;on.lly presemed Ihe book 10 Ihe dooors, 
suppOners, and learn members a!lending the Ma.-.;h 261h 
.,'enl. He also thanked CHSSC', Board for Iheir gracious_ 
ness in giving lhe PoP ll leam Ihe freedom 10 openole 
Unf~lcred. , 1hc PoP II 'cam apprttia'<:5 Mr, l eung >, greal 
leadership. 

We 'hank Ihe following individuals for laking dchery 
onos canons oflhe book (13 pallel') on March] lsi and 
April 151: Sim01l ChhUOf, Femon Eng, Gordon 110m, 
Michacl Lew, Eugene Moy and Robert V."", W. could 
no! have carried Ihe se,,,n Ions of PoP II book, inlo Ihe 
41 1 and 41 5 Bernard S'ree\ houses ""i,houl your "rong 
backs and minds' 

Chinatown and China City 
in Los Angeles 

AUlhor Jenny Cho will 'pcak aboul h .... lalesl book, 
This publicalion fealUre, over 100 years of pos'cards 
depiCling Chinalown and China Ci'y in U.s Angeles. 

Although designed for mass c01I'lurnplion, 
poslC.rds are a vilal means o f preserving history. 

Wednesday, May 11,20117:00 pm 

Kaly GeisSCrl Civic Cenler library 

Communily Meeting Room 

330 I TOrTa""" Blvd, Tomlll.e. CA 90503 

Boob ... iII be available for Jenny '0 QU'ogroph 
after the present"';"'" 
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Ch' ing Ming Ceremony 
hosted by/he Chinese Historictli Society QfSouthern California 

Tbe ceremony ''''''K pI""".,. S."mJ. .. y, April 2, 2011 at the Los Angel •• C""nty 
C""".tori urn and hergreen Cemt1try,Tbe Ch 'ing Ming festi~al i •• traditilH'lal 
Chinese holiday that 8""" back .......... 1 =turi.,., Families gather to honor their 
""""0,., by sw""ping Ibeir 8"""""'od making offering>. 

A 'pecial perfoonance was made by tbe childrtn of ,he Mandarin Dual Language 
program of the City Terrace ElcmcllI.l)' &Il001. Flo" .. "", were laid.t the grave, 
of the """,ntly .. buried """e".rs who we .. ",mo'""" during the C<lnstru<tion of the 
gold Ii ... metro rail. R.,.pects we .. al", gi,"Cn .ttbe gra". of Donaldina Comeron. 

CHSSC",,~ at the L..A. Chinat",," 
f in,,,, .. cI:er Run 11"""'"")' Dinner. 

2011 Chinese Hislorical Sociely 
of SOUl hem California 

Members and Donors (Apri12011) 

JcffOwt 
AlbcnOwtg.MD 
Natalina Cbcw 
Carole & Dr, James Qumg 
Keith Gee & Jeannie Gee 
Rose Marie lee 
Susan Yee Marqueen 
Helen Quoo 
Beverly Shue 
Susan Tanahashi 
Eleanor W Telemaque 
RosieTorn 
JcanieWoo 
Gordon Young 

A7l CIRCLE X THEATRE CO. rllUO<a 
\,oI I HE WOItLO PR(M1EllEO~ 

(;HI NESE MASSACRE 
Io\N'MlTAnO) 

.. TOM JACOeSON , .. u tlu.JEFF UU 

APRIL 22 - MAY 21, 201 1 

AT ATWATERVILLAOE THEATRE 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
htlps:/ I circlextheatre .secure. force ,com/ticket 



Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 
411 S .. mo<d SI' .... ], Los Ang .. les, CA 90012 
Phone: 323-222-t1856 Emo~: chssdliholmoil.com 
W .. bsH .. : www.chsse.o<g 

Community Calendar _ 

WtdntsdlY. MIJ' 4. 101 I. 6:311 pm _ .-r« 
Murr ay K. 1.« Hook "/" Su'clt olGo/d MOU'4i .. , 
A JIj"ory 01,1t. Ch;,,_ ill 54" Di'go, Csli/"'''''r" MUmlY K _ 
Lee isa Curator Itllle San Di.go Chines.r: Hisl"";.al Museum. 
CI".I.,. So;bool 840 Vole S1. Los Angel ... CA 90012 
h"p:/lwww _chSI<_<><g 

WtdDtsdO)', May I I, 10 11 . 7:00 pm - Fr .. 
Jenn)' C ho ', "Clti"Q'"K''' "lid C~i .. s Cu,· ill L ... Allpl~" 
Meet a.lhot lenny ClIo. as ..... depiclS lhe hiSl<>ry or LA China_ 
lown Ihrough the poslCard images foorod in her book. 
Kaly Geiss<" Civic CtntCT Library. Communi'y Mwing Room. 
3301 Tnrranc.lllvd. TommeeCA 9(}503 

Th utsday. May 12. 201 1. 1:00 p m _ Fr ee 
Till:: KfLL/" 'G 0 1' A cm,vt:Sl:: COOKft: 
A light-hearted docu ....... tary by Derek Shimoda "" the ","gin, 
ond hi,,<>ry of the ubiquitoUS fo"un< cookie_ 
Cerril'" Public Library 18125 IlI00mfl.1d A ... nue. Cerrito •• CA 
hnp:/lmenu.ci. «1ritOS.CI. us 

SOl p(do)·. May 14. 201 1. 2:00 p m _ n ee 
(Jr. Trilla Toyo'. diK U'sn h.r book, """,V.""';"8 A ... "".", 
N,,,, Clti"r5' Am.ri<-"". Qlld th, /'oIili", "I Brlo"g;"g" 
Dr. T oyola i, an Adjunct Professor in the Departm.nts of Anthro
pology and A,ian Americart Studi ... t UCLA and I fonner 
Emmy A,,"2rd ... inning broad<." journaliSt 
Kat)" Gei ... " Ch'ic C .... t .... Library. Communily Meeting Room. 
3301 T<>mInc. Illvd. Tommee Co. 9OS03 

Satunlay, May 14. 2011. 2:00 pm _ .' rH 
Walk "I R,,,.~tflbrQnN' TIt~ P""ifi~ G'",,,,, CIt;II"" f'i!Jhjnll 
Vil/411t - ... burned to the ground in May, 1906. Join GerTy 
Low_SabadQ . • descendant of thi ' village. ond Mayor Carmeli'" 
G"""i. 10 pay re:;pee1S lOS y ..... lat.r.PacifIC Gm,.., Museum of 
Natural Hi.I<>ryI65 F=>t A,..,. PacifIC Gm"". Co. 939S0 
For information (831)-177_1091 or (5 10) 378-0999 

Satu nl.y Ma)' I I, lO l l 6:00 PM 
J 61 h ADn ual C hi n ... 1Ii. lor"a l Socie1y Gala Dinn.r 
"'''"' NlHld, rd,n, Chjn~.s; A".~ri~a" l'ionu,. 
Empress !'avilli"" 988 North Ilill Slrffi !O201 
Los Angd<$ Chinal<>Wll. CA 900 12 hnl':lIwww_chS$C .org 

Su nday, Mol' ll. lPM - $100 prior 10 Sl16 no li<k''' @ door 
ll onorinK Nan<y K, ... n 541l h An ni,· ..... ')" in Sho,,- Bu.in ... 
Movi. "' .... nings & Banquet ... ith liv. A""tion 
AMC The.tre 14 in M"" ...... y!'ark 4S0 N. Atlantic lJ.ouievard. 
Banquet.t Empr<$$ llarbor R<$taW2nt III N. Atlantic Bh'd 
n50, Monterey Park. CA 
C""1llC1: Cindy Vee (626) 300-0828 or cye<Xcel @charter.nct 

Thurs<ll)', "'oy l~ lOll I fi p .m. -, p.m. 
"C .... ·td in Silon« Film So;r H ningM ond Dlsc u .. lon with 
.-.Iida 1.0" .• _ C hin ... Am .. ican M u .. um 
Emmy ...... ard ... inning filmm.k .... combin .. historical materials. 
orol hi,,<>ry int."';' ..... and dramatic re-creotiOft1 in thi' film 10 
t<n the story of Angel Island Immigration Stati"" ond it. debili_ 
tating impact"" early Chir>ese immigrati"" 10 America 
To RSVP call (213) 48S-8S67 or .mail RSVP@camla.org 
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