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CHSSC Annual Summer Picnic - Saturday, August 28, 2010 
1be Chinese Historical Society of South em California and the Chinese American Citizens Alliance hosted a dim sum 
potluck al Shadow Park in Cerritos . II was well anended by several waves of members and friends throughout the day. 

!'bolos by O.C. I.« 
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Remembt- ring our Ancestors - Sunday, Septembt- r 4, 20 10 
Dedication of the Memorial Wall and Meditation Garden, 
Los Angeles County Crematorium. 

TIle organizations Tttognizcd for their involvement were Boyle Heights 
Historical Society. Chinese American Museum, Chinese American 
Citizens Alliance, Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, 
First Taoist Foundation and Studio for Southern California HislOl)'. 

Anendees ptated floW<'rs on the grave rnar1<e-rs after. multi_faith prayer 
ceremony for the 131 recently reburied ancestors who had been removed 
from their graves during the construction of the Gold Line. 
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Winifred Lew. Secretary 
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Dennis Lee. C.P.A .• Treasurer 
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Kenneth L. Chan 
Pedro Chan 

Albert Chang.),l[) 
Jenny Cho 

lIenry Leong 
Richard Liu 
Donatd Loo 
Eugene ),loy 
Diane Poon 

William Tong 

Mission Statement 

The ChinC5e Historical Society 
of Southern California was 
organ ized in November 1975. 
The purposes o f the Society are: 
I) 10 bring together people with 
a mutual inlerest in the important 
hislo f)' and historical role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in southern Californ ia; 
2) 10 pursue. preserve and communi_ 
cate knowledge of this history; and 
3) to promote the heritage of the 
Chinese and Chinese American 
community in suppon of a be" er 
appr«iation o f the rich, multicultural 
society o f the Uni led States. 
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The Story of Tsinoys 
Chinese in the Philippines 

Presented by Susie Ung 

Wednesday, October 6, 2010 7:00 p.m. 

Caste/aT School 
840 Yale Streel 

Los Angeles, CA 90011 
Free potkin& ....... vii Cdlege S ..... 

The evem is open and free 10 Ihe public. 
Refreshment.t ".11 be served. 

President Corazon Aquino, CardinalJaime Sin, and 
national hero Jose RizaI were aU Tsinoys.ln fact, 
about 20%0f Filipinos hav.: some Chinese ancestry. 
As the Philippines is so ciose to Fujian province, 
Chinese innuence in Filipino culture dates back cen­
turies and ius ubiquitous as pancit and lumpi ... The 
first Spanlsh-esrablished Chinatown was the Parian, 
which later became Binondo. TheseChinatowns 
survived through massacres. revolutions. wars. and 
maniallaw. 

This program is cOo-sponsored by CHSSC and the 
FllipinoAmerican National Historical Society, Los 
Angeles Chapter. Susie!Jng was born in Taiwan and 
raised in los Banos. Lagun ... She is Associate Profes­
SOr of HlsI:ory at Pasadena City College. 

Immigration at 
the Golden Gate: 

Passenger Ships, Exclusion 
and Angel Island 

Guest Speaker Robert Bame 

Wednesday, November 3, 2010 7:00 p.m. 

Caste/aT School 

Bob Barde is Deputy 
Director of the Insti­
tute of Businessand 
Economic Research at 
the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

His book.lmmigra­
tion at the Golden 
Gate: Passenger 
Ships. Exclusion. and 
Angel Island , was 
published by 

Pracger/Grttnwood in March 2008. An earlier ver­
sion of the chapter on -The !Jfe and Death of the 
China Mail" won the Kortu m Endowment Award In 
2004 for Pacific maritime history. 

PrIor to working on Immigration at the Golden Gate, 
Barde wasco-author (with Susan Carter and Richard 
Sutch) of the "International Migration" chapter in 
the new HistOrical Sratistics of the United Srates, 
From Earliest Times to the Present, Millennial Edi­
tion (Cambridge, 20(6).0£ which he was also man­
aging editor. He has written On Immigration and 
public health for theJournal or the History ofMedi­
cine. theJoumai of American History, and theJour­
nal of American Ethnic History; On Asian Immigra­
tion for Social Science History. for t he Pacific His­
torical Review, and for Prologue. the quarterly publi­
cation of the National Archives and Records Admin­
istrat ion. 
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Michael Bow Lau - Paper Son 

Cindy Yu shared this story ofher father during 
CHSSC's "Journey of a Poper Son" event in June, 

M y father was born in a village named Shan Chung in 
Chonishan County in 19l6, Ma Chi Sang w.s the oldest 
$On of the KCond wife of Ma Ying Chan. a very weLL­
IO-do mm:ham orhi, times. My grandfather who alonll 
wilh leVeral bu$iness partners openc:d the firs( major 
retail $IOreS within China Ilnd named it Sincere Depart­
mall, During the tw'bulmt times ofCllina's 1I0vanment 
changina to eommunism, my grandfalba' who was 
reachina retiremenl age had saved up enough money ­
illtluding slocb from Sincere departmenl SI0fe5 - and 
pun;hased over 4OO.crtS ofrice fields. Due 10 hi , finan_ 
cial wisdom and savings, he was able 10 provide for hi s 
family years aAcr hi, dealh. He died when my falhcr was 
only six . The only depanmenl SlOre lhal survived lhe 
communist takeover was loclted in the Brilish Colony of 
Hooll Kong and il supported my father's family. 

When my father was a young man who jU$l. C(lmplacd 
high schooL. the panner$hip thai ownoed the Sincm: 
Dqlartmenl store in Hong Koog along wilh the rice 
fields was sold and the money was split amon, the 
family manbers. Meanwhile, my father met and fell in 
love with a Chinese woman who was Ameri ..... ·born and 
they married. Due 10 the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, 
which limited the numherofChinese enlering Uniled 
Stales, my father used most of his fortune 10 star'l • new 
life by purchasinll identifiClltion paptl1' for $5,700. He 
bec.me a "paper son" and look Ihe name Lau Quin 
Young, nicknamed Bow Lau. He entered the U,S. in the 

late 1930s through 5eanle. The resl of his family eventu_ 
ally sellled in Hong Kong and relocaled 10 Australia. 

Afta my father W8$left wilh a young son 10 raise, he 
worked as a merchant marin<: li ving on Catalina Island in 
lhe Chinese ql.W\e7$. lie was a5$ianed 10 be the house 
boy 10 the adminl on the island Ilnd he o;ared for the 
admiral's children Ind learned to cook Amcrica.o cuisine. 
B«a\I5C he was so busy, he had 10 leave his young son 
on !be main land in the can of his wifc', family. 

After saving mough money, he Ilnd his son Edmund 
..,iled 10 Hong Kong to visit his family. After three 
dates, he proposed 10 Bell)' Yee, who was born in a 
neighboring villagc in Canton bul had immigrated 10 
Australia as an infanl. My mother was anending school 
in Hong Kong 10 escape being set-up by her father back 
in Australia. 

After sailing back 10 Ihe Uniled State" my parents 
opened a mom and pop groeery store in Los Angeles in 
the early 50s catering to German immignnts, who lived 
in the surroundinll arns 00 lIilL and 38th streets. During 
Ihis lime. an immigration offICer came 10 our home and 
my rather W8$ found 10 be • paper I0Il. He w.s deported 
Ilnd left the U.S. for I !by and retl.InIed from Canada IS 

Michael Bow Lau. 

Michael became a great Chinc:sc and Ameri ..... cook and 
sold his grocery "ore in the Late $05 and openc:d a chop 
suey take-.out restaunnt called Ho Gang located on 
Reseda Boulevard in the San Fernando Valley. Eventu­
aLLy, my falher was offered a partnership al a Chinese: 
restaunmt at the Fanners Marl(l~t, where he worked until 
he retired. 
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Portraits of Pride II 
au.c,._Ammc .. t.:p;c> - Finll6() y"", i.Amtrial 

Spe<;ial acknowledgements to 
Wing & Joyce Mar 

Albert & Yvonne Chang 
for their generous donations 

in support of Portrail$ of Pride 11. 
Pm,.,i" of Prld~ lJ iJ JChrduled 10 be rellUJSu in ""Ny 1011. 

CyWong 
Receives Governor's 

Honor Medal 

Cy Wong past president of the Chinese Historical 
Society of Southern California, 2002-2003, was 
recently awarded the l<luisiana Governor's Anned 
Forces Honor Medal by Governor Bobby Jindal for 
service to his oountry in the United States Navy, 
1956-1962. 

Wong, served as Seaman 1st class aboard two 
Attack Troop Transports, the USS Noble APA 218 
and the USS Paul Revere APA 248 before he was 
honorably discharged on June 5th 1962. 

The governor stated, "Mr. Wong served with 
honor.~ Pictured in the photograph making 
presentation is Govemor Jindal, Cy Wong and 
Charlie Huggins of the American Legion. 
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Community Calendar I 

Salurday, OcloMr 2, 2010, 10AM_UPM 
Cbln.-w Amerkan Mu~um Education O~" Hou~ 
CAM al EI Pueblo"" Los ~Ies Historical Monumenl 
425 Nonh Los Angeles Street, Los ~Ies, CA 90012 
www ........ Ia.Ofg 

WNn ... by, OctoMr 6, 2010 7:00pm 
Tbe Siory of Ti l DO)'" Cblnne In Ibe Pblllppl" .. 
Presented by Susie Ling. Co-sponsored by CHSSC and lhe 
Filipino American Nalional Historical Socie1y. L.A , Chap1er. 
Caslclar School. 840 Yale SIrtC"I. Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Sunday, OcIOM. 10. 2010 
Cbln.-w Am, rkan FamIly Hlllory Confertnce 
8:30am regisU'alion; 9:00am - 5:00pm conference 
Oakland Asian Cultural Cenler. 
388 9Ilt SIrtC"I. Oakland Chinalown 
Regi,ualion is only S25 online (includes a box lunch!) 
and SI5 for students wilh currmllD. 
Regisualion .1 the door will be $30 general and $20 for students. 
So sign up early! Space is limited. 
For more info and online reSistralion. go 10 
www.oacc.wfamilyhis1Ory 

Monday Oct. 11,2010 7:00pm 
John Jung ,,'III p • .-wdt 
"Swcd & Sour: Life In Chinne Family R .. taur ... ts~ 
His book is about the bi'tory and psychology of the developmC1l1, 
growth & decline of Cantonese based family run restaurants over 
the pas1 century. 
Cmilos Library 18025 Bloomfield Ave. CenilOS 90703 
www.yinandyangpres$.zooms .. are.com 
www.menu.ci.cenitos.ea.ps 

WNnesday, No,·.mM. 3, 2010 7:00pm 
Meet guest s~.ker ROMrt B.arde au!horof 
~Immlg.allon a! the Colden Cal.: Pal~nger Ship$, 
E.du. lon, and Angel bland", 
Caslelar School. 840 Yale Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Tbursday, Nov. 18, 2010 16:oopm - 8:00pm 
En,·I. loning Amerio.: New Chlnne America ns 
and the Polhlol of Bel"nglog 
Book Talk and Signi ... with Tri!ia Toyota 
CAM a1 EI Pueblo"" Los Ang<:Ies. Historical Monumenl 
www.camla.org 

Sa"e Ih. Date: 
Aonual Chio ese Historical Society 

ofSoulhern California Banquel 
Saturday, May 21 , 2011 
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