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Tyrus Wong Celebrates 
His lOOth Birthday 
Renowned artist and long lime society member celebrated 
his lOO!h birthday by flying bis custom designed kites 
by tbe Santa Monica pier. 

Tyros Wong ( ••• born October 25, 1910) is a painter, muralist, 
Cffamicist, lithographer. designer and kite maker. As a film production 
illustrator in the film industry. Wong bas worked for Disney and 
Warner Brothers. Wong's most ramous work was for the Disney 
animated dassic. Bambi. 
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W ong was born in Taishan. Guang
dong. China. When he was 9 ~an old. 
he and his f.ther emigrated to the 
United States. and never again came 
into contact with Wong's mother and 
sister. While .\l .... ding B .... jamin 
Franklin Junior Higll in Pasadena. his 
teacbers IIOIked Wong's anistic ability 
and he received a summer scholanhip 
at the Otis Art tnstitute. He was hooked 
and decided to attend Otis fuji time 
whm: he gnduated in 1930. 

He has done everything from WOIking as a greeling card designer to Womer 
Bros. film production iliustnotor. from drawing set designs and storyboards 
for several movies to being a Di$Jley inspirational sketch anist . It W3$ his 
lush pastels that served as inspiration for Bambi where he was Ibe lead anist 
of the project Later. be designed Christmas eards. where some have sold 
over I million copies. 

Some of his well known paintings inelude Self l'ortnIit (tate 19205). fire 
(1939), Reclining Nude (1940$). Ea$t (1984) and West (1984). He once told 
an interviewer Ibat he .. a "lucky artist." 

"Tyrus Wong: A Retrospective" WI$ an exbibit at the Chinese American 
Museum (December - Ociober 20(4) in Los Angeles showcl$ing his wort.. 
According to Ibe museum. "This exhibit &Itowcased the worb ofTyrus 
Wong ... i. one of the earliest and most innuential Chinese Ameriean artists. 
In hi. long. pioneering career 1$ a local anist. Wong i. a seasoned painter. 
muralist. ceramicist. lithographer. designer. and kite maker. The v.hibit 
al$o featured Wong's imaginative kites. whicb he has been building and 
Hying for the past 30 years. Drawn from public and private collections, 
several of the pieces ehosen for this e~hibition have oot been shown 
publicly since the 1930s.· 

In 2001. Wong was given a Historyn'lakers Award by the Chinese American 
Muse"'" and was inducted in the Disney ugends. 

Mission Statement 

The Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California was 
organized in November ]975. 
The purposes of lhe Society are : 
I) to bring together people with 
a mUlual interest in the important 
history and historical role of 
Chinese and Chinese Americans 
in southern California; 
2) to pursue. preserve and communi
cate knowledge of this history; and 
3) to promote the heritage of Ihe 
Chinese and Chinese American 
community in support ofa better 
appreciation of Ihe rich. mu]ticultural 
society of the United States. 
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The China Mail 
Steamship Company 

and Angellsland 

AUlhor and Professor Roben Barde will speak 
about Ihe sleamship company thaI Chinese American 

businessmen established 10 ensure mail and goods were 
able 10 be exchanged across Ihe Pacific. He will also 

speak about Ihe immigranl experieoce al Angel Island. 

Wednesday, November 3, 2010 7:00 p.m. 

Casletar School 
840 Yale $Ireel 

Los Angeles. ~ 9001] 
F ... ~ ._n.colI ... s..... 

The event i.s open and free /0 the public. 
Re.freshmenl$ ""iII be setWd. 

Bob Sarde Is DepUty 
Dhutor ofthe Instl· 
tute of Business and 
Economic Research at 
t he University of 
California. Berkeley. 

His book.lmmigra
tlon at the Golden 
Gate: Passenger 
Shi ps. Exclusion. and 
Angel Island. was 
published by 

Pneger/Greenwood in March 2008. An earlier ver
sion of the chapter on ~The [jfe and Death of the 
China MaW won t~ Konum Endowment Awnd in 
2004 for ~ific maritime history. 

Prior to working on lmmigr:ltion at the Golden Gate, 
Bartle wasco-author (with Susan Carter and RichMd 
SlItch) of the "Intem ation.ol Migration~ chapter in 
the new Historical StatistiC/i of t~ United States, 
From Earliest TImes to the Present, Millennia! Ed i
tion (Cambridge, 20(6), of which ~ was also man
aging tt1itor. 

Chinese American Citizens Alliance & 
Chinese Historical Society of Southern California 

In vile You to AI/end a 
Community Memorial Tribute 

& Celebration Honoring 

Irvin R. Lai 
Civic and Community Leader 

Civil Rights Advocate ' Revered Church Elder 

Salurday, November 6, 2010, 9:45 am - 11:00 am 
First Chinese Baptist Church 

942 Yale Street 
Los Angeles Chinatown 90012 

(Parkin& in ~ _ /rom A_ Sllm off ofCoU<s<.) 

Prominent comlI"",ity members and leador$ will ~Iebm. 

and give """"",ition to tbt life and dedication of Irvin R. Lai. 
Most nolably remcmbc-red .. tho teading spol=man for 
c..lifomi.·,Iandmarl< 'Roast Duck Bi ll" in 1982. Irvin Lai 
]>ad • ,i",ir1C.lJlt and enduring impact in fightini for fair and 
equat opportuniti.,. of Chinese Americans in Los Anget.,.. 
trvin Lai advocated fOl" human righlt lOS w<olI as for cultUJ10I 
awaren ... and ...,.,..,..tandini for all. Com. and learn more 
.bout hi' bm>ic: contributions that IIrouibt greatly improved 
educational opponunit;.s. boaltb service&, and cornmWlity 
safely to Los Anget .. Chinatown. Learn also ofbis yean of 
servK:c and teadC"rship in bis ebun:h .nd tbt USC community 
I>02f his businoss in South Central Los Angeles. 



Chinese Historical Society 
of Southern California 

NOVEM8U 2010 ~ 

Honoring Her Father 
by Finishing His Quest 

On Sept. 13, 1010 Char/olle Horris Rus, 
aUlhor of &ern Maps of 1M Ancien' World, 
spoke at CnrilOS Pwbfic Ubrary tJb0,.,llrfl 
fIIlriy arrival of Asians to Ille AmericaJ, 

Mrs, Rea' falhtr, Dr. HmdOII Harm. Jr" WII born in 
1916 in Kai feng, China 10 missionary parmI$. II~ 
became a missionary himself, In 1972 hi: found in an 
antique shop in Korea. an andent Asian map which led 
him 10 write a book ofalmost 800 pog" - The Asiatic 
Fathers of America: Chinese Di~ve<y and Colonization 
of Aneialt America. lbt book <;Onto:nd:il that by 2200 
B.C. Chinese had ruched the Americas by sea. 

However, in the 1970's few 
prople a«:o:pted lIarris' the<lM. 
Then in 1981 he suddenly died 
or. 'trok~, For decadts his map 
collection pthered dlHt under 
hi, son', bed. 

Sine<: early 2003, Recs, an 
indtpendenl researcher and a 
gnduat~ of Columbia InlCml
tiona! Uni'(l:nity, has intcrucly 
'tudied the possibility of very 
cady arri .... of Chinese 10 the 
Americas. Inilially • ucptic of 
her father's theories. Mrs. Rees' 
~h on this subject wu 

originally 10 prove for hl:nelf wht\her he _Id ha~ been 
right. 10 2003 she IIId her brother tool< the H.ms Mop Col
lection 10 the lilnry of Conar- where it remained for 
ihRc yean while being studied. In 2006 Rea published "" 
&bridged '(I:niou ofher fllher ' l book which eita seven] 

early Chinese IU.IS demonstnuillJl knowkdSC or. beauti
ful,luxe oontinenl lO the easI. Harril WTOIC: '"The history 
of Asia is written into the SIOOCS of Ammca and inlO the 
boWes of ilS early peopIe.-

In 2008 Reel CORIfIIeted Secret Maps of the "",*,,1 World. 
(Sbo: explains ihal II ICISI 29 similar maps arc in prestigious 
mUSCWIlS and colleclions around the world so the "_~ 
has been hidden for years in plain sigh!.) Ber book spring_ 
boards from 00 fltoo's text and brings togW>er many 
academic studies conducted in the post 30 yean whkh 
poinllo eMly arrival of As ians 10 the Americas. 

Those SlI>dic:s include DNA, ocean C\III'enIS, early 
Chinese maritime capobilitic:s, and an, CU$1orn$, and 
archcological rmds on bod! sides of!be Pacific:. Sc:eret 
Maps of the Ancic:nt World abo ~ someofthe 
Shang and ~hang Chinese ....ntinp found in !be 
Alncric:as. 

Dr. Cyl;lonc Covey, Hislory ProfC$SOl" EmcriIuS, 
Wake Forest University, w ..... for over 5' yean 
has studied the early hislory of America and the 
Chinese connection, has been her research menlOr. 
Dr, Hwa_Wei Lee, w ..... ~ in 2008 q Chief 
of the Asian Division of!be Library of Con~ 
endorses S«reI Maps and has been her advisor. 

Rea has appeared in numerous inlCml.lional news 
anitles and on television and Nadonal Public Radio in 
!he United States and Canada. lI er speeches on thi , topic: 
ha'l<' bc<:n given in many presligioWillocation, including 
~ Library of Congress; th~ Nalional Library of China 
and n;nghua University, Beijing; Zhen, ile Symposium 
in Mclaka, Malaysia; the University of london; Simon 
Fmser University, Vanoouver, BC; Slanford Uni'(l:nily: 
University of MaJ)'lancI; and City University of Nc:w 
Yorl<. Secre1: Maps is liSled by WCIlCOS - the World 
Confederalion oflnstituleS and Libraries for Chinese 
Overseas Studies. 

Re«ruly asked why she is doillJl this research, Reel 
responded ihal she w. sorry ihal she bad doubled her 
falhtr on this while he w. ali"" and ..... iCd him 10 &d 
the crodit for beillJl !be fi", 10 realw. the !rue _ina; 
oflhc map. MAIso, ~ she said. ~We all need 10 bow Ihc 
IrUth of our CO\IIIIry's history.-

The power point ~ of Rees an: delivered in 
layman's languagc wilh emhusiasm and convictioa.. 
Her web addIns is .WWW.Harri$Maps.com 
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Save the Date: 

Annual Chinese Historical Society 

of Southern California 

Holiday Potluck 
Wednesday, December I, 2010 

l ocation to be announced, 

Bringyour friends! 

Call i"r WJlunlun! 
Salurday, November 20, 20 I 0 9am 

Workday 
Repain and clutlup 

IhrougbQut lhe Campus al 
4 11 & 415 Bernard Streel 

Cali: 323-222-0856 

.' . • 
Sp«ial acknowledgcmcOls to: 

SIeve & Ella Lwng 
Ruby Ling Louie 

for l/wj, _""" _,_ 

i. '''I'JXKf if p"",.,;,. if- II. 

Winifred Lew 

for lin _""" JoMli<Ht 
i. '''I'JXKf cfl'" CIISSC /ilvwy. 

Steve Wong 

The Story of Tsinoys: 
Chinese in the Philippines 

O n Wednesday. Oclober 6, 2010. Susie Ling, CHSSC 
lifctime member and Associate Professor of Hislry al 
Pasadena Cily Collage. caplivaled the audience Wilh her 
hislorical presemation of "The SlOry ofTs ioo)'S: Chinese 
in lhe Philippines." Co-sponsored by !he Filipino 
American Nalional Hislorical Society (FANHS) - Los 
Angeles Chapler, Professor Ling's Ialk also showcased a 
collabonllion of the IWO historical socicties in kicking off 
Filipino American Hislory Monlh. 

"Tsinoys." defined by Professor Ling as ''Chinese Filipi
nos" living in 1hc Philippines dales back even before lhe 
"pre- I 521" Spanish colonial period. Wilh her stunning 
pholographs and researeh of Ihese "Ts ioo)'S," Professor 
Ling reveals more lhan 400 years of Chinese influence 
imermixed Wilh Filipino food. language, place/space, 
names, and religion, as well as hisloric accoums of early 
immigralion and imermarriage. lmereslingly, the firsl 
Spanish-eslablished ChinalOwn in the Philippines was 
located in Parian, now known presem day as Binondo. a 
dimici in Manila. 

Professor Ling was born in Taiwan and also raised in 
Los Banos in lhe province of Laguna in lhe Philippines. 
Her compelling research nol only reflects a passion 
for her own cuhural herilage and love of history. bY! 
uncovers a rich mixture of IWO worlds· delicious 
and emicing as ealing pancil (noodle dish) and 
lumpia (egg roll). 
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CommunIty Calendar _ 

WteI..,....,., N ...... btr J, 1011 "lOp .. Fr'ft 
Mrfl pnl .paktr R~ B.o", u I_ot 
- I"'mlcntiotl II IkCAlclt. Cw,: , ..... It. Sblps, 
E ... I~ ........ Aaltl bl •• d-. 
CUleIv SdlOOl, 840 VIle SIreeI. u. Anacles. CA 90012 

Thrsday, No • • m1>< . .. 6;)1). 10,00 p. ... 
CII INESI!: AMERICAN FI LM FESTIVAL 
~101 KrHaln, of C .... f~du .. meet prodllOCfl, ditec10rs and 
CUI n .. uobm. R~ .. 6:30. film alilpn. The 0I0fy or""" or 
0,; ... '. palQllI>iaka$ and ..to"" ..... SWrin& Ooow V_FII 
and Zbou XUIL EfI&LisIIIlIhtido$. 46 N. u. Robles A ...... 
............ CA '1101 www.pacifoca$lom-.Of) 

Sat.rl.loy, 1'10 ... '''110. " 211t , ':~5 I .. 
C.", ... oI(y M .... orial Trib.n. '" CoIfbnllo. 
l1_rln. In 'l. R. La! 
Thi. pu.blk event will fucuo CHI Irvin Lai·lleadm.h.ip and 
""tivil '" foO'\he: Chinese American contrn""ity. Promi"""1 como 
munity Joaden; willllp<lk 011 their aperiences and ~ 
....on:ina with Irvin. 
Fin! Chir>nr Bap6st ChwclI, 9012 Vole: S-. 
u. An&<"'~ 90012 
(P"""" in r..-: ...... frnm Adobe Sn.! off ofColIoge.) 

Sat.rdIY, N ....... btr" ZI I,, 3,10 p .. . 51Z 
c.... .... nlty OSI""" f ...... ~ ",_rica; "'. A"h. 
Doal OVO Rtlfto .. 
Nllional Cttll<'r roo- the Pn:$orvltion of Domocracy 
III N. C .... tral A ...... "" Lns AniClea, CA 90012 
www._li ... "", 

Slid.,., N ........ btr 7, lI ll 
La .. OoIy for AnII .. 0..1' . - 11I0Il) ......... C~ E.~lblt

CAM II EI Pueblo .... u. ""'ac1cl 11is1orica1 101"".....". 
www.e."la."", 

nursd.y, Nov. II, ZtlO I 6:00pm _ S,OOp'" 
t:. ,'hlonlnll "'merle", N ... Cblant "' ..... Iaonl 
ud the PoUtiea (If IItlonaJn. 
800k Talk and Sigding .... itt. Tnu. ToyoII 
CAM II E1 Pueblo .... u. An&<1cs HiAorIaol Monummt 

-~ .. 
W"'acH.y, o..cm.JIc. I, 21117;""", 
CUssc A ••• ", 'OIlack 
Loc:atiooIIO he: _ ........ 

Slturdl Y, Df«mbtr IS, 2011 16 p ..... _ l p.m. "" p .... , S2! 
Ctl.bnlc CAM'. 7tb "'adh·t ... "..! 
Paper Son - performed by 0 )'1")01 Y .. 
NlliooIIl Center for the Preservation ofDetnocracy 
III N. Ca!tral A ...... "" u."'~ii<I ... CA90012 
Tde< info: hup:l~~.comI 

-~ .. 
Sntth Oll ,e: 

AIIII PIII CbJdat II lttork.1 Soclec)' 
or Soutb",11 c . urornl. Ballquet 

Sl tu.day, Ma)' 11, lOll 
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