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2016 Ching Ming Festival

Saturday, April 2, 2016
11:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.

Los Angeles County Crematorium
in Boyle Heights
3331 E. First St., Los Angeles, CA 90063

Enter From First Street by Concord Street
This event is free and open to the public.
A light lunch will be served.
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o
3
__'__:

T
CHSSC will host the Annual Ching Ming (Chinese Memorial
Day) Festival. Ceremonies will begin at the Los Angeles County
Crematorium and continue at the historic Chinese Memorial
Shrine at Evergreen Cemetery. The Shrine stands at the center of
what was once a 19th century Chinese cemetery. Built in 1888 by
the people of Los Angeles’ Old Chinatown, the Shrine is consid-
ered the earliest extant Chinese structure in Los Angeles. The
site remains culturally and historically significant and has been
designated Los Angeles Historic/Cultural Monument No. 486. It
is owned and maintained by the Chinese Historical Society of
Southern California. Please join us for this culturally rich event.

2016 Wawona Sing Peak Pilgrimage

The National Park Service is celebrating its 100th Birthday this
year. Help commemorate the contributions of Chinese in the
building of much of the infrastructure of the Sierras, in working
in historic lodging facilities, and in the creation of National
Parks,

For the fourth year, the Chinese Historical Society of Southern
California is helping to sponsor an annual pilgrimage to historic
sites in Yosemite National Park. The dates and events for this
year are:

* Friday, July 22 — Ranger-led hike to May Lake, walk a part
of the original Tioga Road completed in 1883 by Chinese road
builders.

» Saturday, July 23 - Presentations by authors and historians
about the role of Chinese in the Sierras and National Parks,
given in various locations in the Wawona area near the
southern entrance of the park. The day will end with a pot luck
dinner and evening program.

* Sunday, July 24 - Various drives and short hikes to historic
sites in Wawona and Yosemite Valley.

* Monday through Wednesday, July 25-27 - Three day back-
packing trip to Sing Peak. This involves a two night wilderness
camping trip with some off trail hike to the peak on the 26th.
Space is limited by wilderness restrictions.

Finding accommodations in Yosemite during the summer is very
difficult, so I want to encourage anyone interested in attending
this year to make your plans and secure lodging now. We have a
limited number of spaces left on wilderness permits for the back-
packing trip to Sing Peak. Let me know if you are interested in
this adventure. Save these dates and make reservations for
accommodations in or around Wawona, July 22nd to 24th now!
Additional information and a more detailed schedule will be
available on this webpage in a few months.

If you are interested in this project or want to volunteer and stay
in a group campsite or participate in the backpacking trip,
contact the Chinese Historical Society of Southern California at
chssc@hotmail.com or Jack Shu at jkshu@cox.net .
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Notes on Chinese American History
A monthly column about Chinese American History by CHSSC member, William Gow.

Everyone tells me that my grandfather spoke Spanish
well. As a Chinese American who was born and raised in
Oxnard, California in the early part of the twentieth
century, this should come as little surprise. During the first
few decades of the twentieth century, Oxnard witnessed a
general decline in its Chinese American population at the
same time that the population of other immigrant groups
increased. Not just in Ventura County but throughout
Southern California, Chinese American laborers who had
been such a dominant force in California agriculture in the
late nineteenth century where replaced in the early twenti-
eth century, first by Japanese Americans and then by
Mexican Americans. Those Chinese Americans who
remained in Ventura County during the period lived side
by side with other immigrants. Certainly my grandfather’s
ability to speak Spanish was a testament to the close
business and personal relationship he had with local
Mexican Americans,

Throughout Southern California, the history of Chinese
Americans like my grandfather overlapped significantly
with the history of other ethnic groups. Indeed one can
make a strong case that the history of
Chinese Americans in Southern Cali-
fornia should always be studied rela-
tionally to other ethnic communities.
As early as the 1940s, journalist and
historian Carey McWilliams acknowl-
edged the diverse history of Southern
California. But in his 1946 book
Southern California: Island of the
Land, McWilliams described
Southern California as an “archi-
pelago of social and ethnic islands,
economically interrelated but cultur-
ally disparate.”

Scholarship has come a long way
since 1940s. Today historians increas-
ingly examine the experiences of
Chinese Americans in Southern Cali-
fornia not as disparate “islands” but
rather relationally to the history of
other ethnic groups. Natalia Molina
has examined the interrelationship
between Chinese Americans,
Japanese Americans, and Mexican

Americans in relationship to public health policy in

Los Angeles in the first half of the twentieth century.
Mark Wild traces the development of multi-ethnic
neighborhoods in Los Angeles’s central core during
roughly this same period. Isabella Quintana researches
Chinese Americans and Mexican Americans in and
around Los Angeles Chinatown from the late nineteenth
to early twentieth centuries.

Here at the CHSSC we have also tried to document a
history of the Chinese American experience that takes into
account these multiethnic relationships. More than a
decade ago, I served as a producer and writer on the docu-
mentary Revisiting East Adams directed by Jenny Cho.
The video focused on the Chinese American community
that developed at the intersections of East Adams and San
Pedro Streets in Los Angeles. Far from the isolated “social
and ethnic islands™ that McWilliams describes, the neigh-
borhood was a bustling community where Chinese Ameri-
cans lived side by side other ethnic groups.

Continues on next page

Unidentified workers at Gow Markets in Oxnard, California. Undated. Gow Family Collection.






of Southern California
411 Bernard Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

Chinese Historical Society

Phone: 323-222-0856 Email: chssc@hotmail.com

Website: www.chssc.org

Help us save paper and postage, email us for your online newsletter at chssc@hotmail.com

Community Calendar

Saturday, April 2, 2016
CHSSC Ching Ming, LA County Crematorium

Sunday, April 3, 2016, 2:00pm - 3:30pm

“Voices from the Bottom of the South China Sea”

Greater San Gabriel Valley-Los Angeles

For more information call the Reference Desk at (626) 307-1368.
Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library

318 S. Ramona Ave. Monterey Park, CA 91754

Tuesday April 5, 2016

Author Stacey Lee on her YA book,

Under a Painted Sky

Whittier Public Library and Whittier Public Library Foundation
Whittwood Branch: 10537 Santa Gertrudes (562) 567-9950
Whittierlibrary.org and whittierplf.org.

Thursday, April 7, 2016, 6:30pm

Dr. Gay Yuen: The Stories Behind Surnames
Whittier Central Library: 7344 Washington Avenue
(562) 567-9900

whittierlibrary.org and whittierplf.org.

April 23-25, 2016

Asian and Pacific Islander Americans in Historic Preservation
(APIAHIP),

including updates on our upcoming 2016 National APIA Historic
Preservation Forum (in Stockton, CA),

the East at Main Street Mapping Project, and other events and
issues related to historic sites and places significant to Asian and
Pacific Islanders across the US.

Thursday, April 28, 2016 6:30pm

Li Wai Wang, curator, Y.C. Hong Exhibit

Story of Y.C. Hong Civil Rights Leader

Whittier Central Library: 7344 Washington Avenue
(562) 567-9900

whittierlibrary.org and whittierplf.org.

Thursday, May 19, 2016 7:00pm

San Marino Book Talk and Signing with Arthur Dong
Crowell Public Library 1890 Huntington Dr.San Marino, CA
91108

Info: (626) 300-0077.

Chinese Couplets comes to Television!

See trailer (@ https://vimeo.com/153130821

Chinese Couplets" is journalist filmmaker Felicia Lowe's most

probing, soulful, and accomplished documentary. A half century

and thousands of miles later . . .an epic tale spanning four genera-

tions of tenacious women unfolds.

Broadcast dates:

* COMCAST: Cinema Asian America, March 1 —31st FREE

Video on Demand
http://xfinitytv.comcast.net/microsites/asian-american

+ KCET, Los Angeles — Sunday, March 6, 6am and 2pm

Public screenings:

« Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival, April 21 — 28
http://vconline.org/festival (check program)

+ American Library Association Conference, June 23 -28
http://2016.alaannual.org/ (check events)

Contact: Felicia@lowedownproductions.com (415) 860-3205
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